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 This file is a snapshot of my teaching at Villanova University from 2017-2018.  It 
includes a teaching statement, two teaching observations, sample syllabi, class activities and two 
years of course evaluations.  The two courses covered by the dossier are the introductory 
philosophy course (PHI-1000) and both sections of the writing-intensive Augustine and Culture 
Seminar (ACS-1000/1).  Overall, the dossier paints a clear picture of a teacher and a scholar 
devoted to student learning and progress.  In particular, the student evaluations document general 
enjoyment and appreciation for the course with marked improvement over time.  Additionally, I 
have included a syllabus for the core ethics course that I am presently teaching (ETH-2050), for 
which evaluations are not yet available.  I have also included a copy of an article from the 
Philadelphia Inquirer on a reading that I hosted for the Philadelphia performance poet Marty 
Watt, which I incorporated into my philosophy courses that semester.  References to the 
philosophy course are underlined in red.  For more information on my teaching, please visit my 
website: http://www.ianmaley.net.  
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Ian Maley, Ph.D. 
Statement of Teaching Philosophy 

 
 I am a committed, engaging and passionate teacher who believes that the study of thought 
is also the study of oneself.  Many students, when they first come to class, are accustomed to 
learning new ideas and skills for real-world application.  However, fewer students are 
accustomed to studying their own thoughts or the nature and limits of thought.  Through teaching 
I aim to empower students as persons and citizens with resilience, self-compassion, and the 
active critical reasoning skills that are necessary for survival and success in a very complicated 
and at times uncertain modern world.  I believe that a liberal education oriented toward the 
whole person and especially philosophy enable students to meet life’s many challenges and 
pitfalls intelligently, ethically and with a strong sense of personal empowerment and a 
knowledge of tradition and attunement to others no matter what path they choose.  Today’s 
students are often very hard on themselves and they often feel disempowered when facing the 
challenges of higher education, which social media, gender norms, racism and other forms of 
inequality only exacerbate.  Philosophy, which asks the basic questions about the self, 
knowledge and others, can provide students the vital opportunity to develop the necessary skills 
of self-reflection and compassion that will ensure their future well-being and success. 
 In pursuit of this goal, my classes are split into three separate but related learning areas 
that inform all aspects of the class: 1. How to read a philosophy text; 2. What the text says; and 3. 
Developing the student’s personal engagement with the text.  First, we study how a philosophy 
text differs from other texts and the underlying ideas that inform the text at hand.  Secondly, we 
study the major points of the assigned reading to grasp the argument(s).  Lastly, we discuss our 
own ideas and reactions to the material based on a richer understanding of the argument and 
content attained in the first two steps.  Successful completion of assignments requires students to 
demonstrate their progress in all three learning areas.  I believe that these three learning areas in 
philosophy are widely applicable to everyday situations and problems.  They encourage students 
to think critically about how to approach highly complex and possibly uncertain situations with a 
keen eye to the individual circumstances, while examining their own thoughts, feelings and 
(re)actions in constructive and thoughtful ways as they go along.  In the space of the class, all 
three learning areas are opportunities for students to think about themselves, their own capacities 
and limits, and find what is at stake for them in their education. 
 To make abstract philosophical concepts more palpable and show philosophy’s 
interdisciplinary reach, I also incorporate a great deal of music, art and film into the class, which 
affords students chances to examine complex ideas in sensory media, broaden their horizons and 
hone their skills of resilience and thoughtful contemplation in the face of something unknown 
and sometimes challenging.  Art can help make the study of abstract concepts and the limits of 
the concepts more readily accessible and relevant in fun and interesting ways.  For instance, in 
my classes I use writings by the legendary Philadelphia performance poet Marty Watt and the 
post-WWI French writer Louis-Ferdinand Céline to explore the limits of Cartesian rationalism; a 
film clip from Jean-Luc Godard’s Vivre sa vie or a video of John and Alice Coltrane for insight 
into Hume’s preference for the senses as the foundation of knowledge; or an interview with NSA 
whistleblower Edward Snowden to inform our discussion of Foucault’s ideas on panopticism and 
surveillance.  Through these supplemental materials students can engage with the assigned 
reading and ask: How does this help explain and inform concepts from the reading? What do I 
feel and think about what I see or hear?  Why do I feel and think that way?   



	

One exercise that I find especially effective in helping students learn resilience and better 
critical thinking skills is the self-compassion and self-criticism unit in my philosophy classes, 
which looks at recent research on resilience and self-compassion for a healthy sense of self.  I 
use Sigmund Freud’s distinction between the critical and observational approaches to our 
thoughts and dreams as a starting-point for thinking about different ways to approach ourselves 
and think about our limits. We then look at several TED talks by esteemed self-compassion 
researchers like Kristin Neff and Brené Brown, who counter the idea that self-criticism is the 
best way toward a healthy and productive life and instead advocate self-compassion as a better 
model.  The unit concludes with a discussion of Immanuel Kant’s “What is Enlightenment?”  
Researchers like Drs. Neff and Brown offer the class tools to critique Kant’s idea of non-
enlightenment as self-incurred immaturity and instead develop a sense of enlightenment that 
affirms the power of knowledge and the importance of being more compassionate toward oneself 
and others.  My Augustine and Culture Seminar course is a writing intensive workshop that 
similarly focuses on the theme of the self, its limits and writing in ancient literature and 
philosophy. 

Another exercise that I have found to be very effective in using art to teach Marx is 
Barbara Kopple’s 1976 film Harlan County, U.S.A., which documents a coal-miners’ strike in 
Harlan County, West Virginia.  In one scene, the miners resist the company’s attempt to break a 
strike by sending replacement labor (“scabs”) into the mine.  Kopple masterfully captures how 
individual miners and the company represent different sides of the class struggle behind the 
dispute in line with Marx’s ideas and the way that a labor struggle crosses different races and 
genders to unite people in a common cause while revealing their differences.  This provides an 
excellent opportunity for the class to see some of Marx’s ideas in action and explore their own 
potential biases and prejudices in an instructive and engaging way.   

I believe that a liberal education and philosophy especially can engage students’ lives and 
experiences of the world in an empowering way as the most effective means toward intellectual 
self-fulfillment and a healthy conception of self and others that is necessary to meet the 
challenges of a rapidly changing world.    



 

 

 
 
October 31, 2018 
 
Ian Maley, Ph.D. 
Part-time Faculty  
Department of Philosophy 
Villanova University 
Villanova, PA  19085 
 
Dear Dr. Maley, 
 
Thank you for inviting me to observe your teaching of two sections of an undergraduate-level, 
introductory, required Ethics course (ETH 250: The Good Life) for formative instructional 
development purposes.  Prior to the observations, you identified the following instructional areas 
for feedback: (1) students’ participation in both small group work and class discussion, and  
(2) your facilitation of both small group work and class discussion.  Within the context of the 
overall observation, I will highlight both instructional areas in the following paragraphs.   
 
I observed both course sections during week six of the fall semester.  Both 75-minute sections 
occurred in the late afternoon, that is, 3:00-4:15p.m., and 4:30-5:45p.m.; twenty-one and twenty-
three students respectively attended the sections.  The course content focused on Confucius 
Book II, specifically, Confucius’ discussion of ethics as both a cultivation of the self and a model 
for others.  The goal of the discussion was to help students analyze, interpret and support key 
themes from the reading.  In support of this learning goal, you prepared a handout that outlined 
the reading’s key themes, followed by open-ended questions to guide the discussion of each 
key theme. 
 
(1) Students’ participation in both small group work and class discussion 
 
You contextualized the class within the broader context of prior readings and the discussion of 
Confucius Book II, and you clearly articulated the session goals.  You framed one of the session 
goals as an open-ended, reasoning question (“Why does Confucius state . . ?”) and you asked 
the students to individually respond in writing in preparation for the small group discussion that 
followed.  Your question anchored the group work as the students shared their written answers 
in the group, decided on the most appropriate answer and identified a reporter.  During the 
group work, you were available for students’ questions and clarification.  The students seemed 
comfortable with the process; they stayed on task and were prepared to share their responses, 
following the 10-minute small group work.  With your encouragement, the group members 
supported the group reporter by elaborating, clarifying, and referencing pertinent sections  
of the text. 
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(2) Instructor facilitation of both small group work and class discussion 
 
The small group discussions served as a foundation for the large class discussion.   
You facilitated the class discussion by inviting each group’s reporter to share the small group’s 
thoughts.  You built on these thoughts by asking follow-up questions, making connections to 
prior content and/or student contributions, and acknowledging the nature and depth of students’ 
contributions.  You used statements such as “this is a very interesting observation, tell us  
more . . . ,” and “how do you see aphorism #9 helping us understand truth and appearance?” to 
deepen students’ thinking, engage in close reading of the text, and support their thoughts with 
text-based evidence.  You were most attentive to the students’ responses, you listened actively, 
and you provided direct answers to their clarification questions.  You re-stated the students’ 
observations for emphasis and checked with the students to ensure that you had properly 
reflected the intent of their contribution.  You gently yet firmly invited the students who had not 
contributed to the conversation to share their thoughts, and the students followed your invitation.  
All students participated in the class discussion at some point.   
 
In addition, you helped the students understand the theoretical concepts by relating them to 
their personal experiences at Villanova.  For example, you explored the concept of “other 
people serving as a mirror of ourselves” by asking the students to think about the notion of 
“Villanova nice” and its implications.  I would characterize your discussion facilitation as guided 
discussion with strong emphasis on active listening, respectful attention to the students’ 
contributions, and non-evaluative guidance.  Your discussion facilitation approach clearly 
demonstrated your commitment to helping the students’ interpret the text, analyze Confucian 
thoughts on ethics, and make meaningful connections to their lives.  You led by example as you 
modeled cognitive engagement with the text and formulation of ethical questions that pertained 
to students’ lives.  
 
During the break between the two class sessions, you reflected on the students’ learning via 
discussion and made the following significant modifications; you wrote the guiding question on 
the board, you tracked the main ideas from the discussion and recorded their text references, 
and you used the board for timely summaries.  These modifications helped keep the students’ 
contributions on track and enabled the students, under your thoughtful guidance, to make strong 
connections between their examples and the text, and invited more nuanced thoughts.  In sum, 
the modifications led to a more organized, coherent discussion with nuanced, well-articulated 
personal examples.   
 
The post-observation discussion focused on how your instructional activities helped the 
students’ learning, and how small changes in your teaching would further support and deepen 
their learning.  Among the small changes we discussed, were the following suggestions: use the 
board to provide both a framework for and summary of the discussion.  I noted that at times it 
was difficult to hear the students’ contributions because some of them spoke rather softly or at a 
low volume.  In addition, the window air conditioner tended to be quite noisy, and thus made it 
particularly challenging to hear for those students seated close to the air conditioner.  You were 
aware of the impact of the external noise and tried to compensate by repeating the students’ 
contributions.  You mentioned that you were planning to make the students aware of the impact 
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of the noise on their peers’ understanding and encourage them to speak louder.  We talked 
about the benefit of your providing an intentional closing of the discussion by giving the students 
an opportunity to reflect in writing on what they had learned from the discussion.  These written 
reflections would be collected and would provide you with formative feedback on the extent to 
which the students’ met the intended learning goals. 
 
Based on my observations, you embody the essence of a reflective practitioner.  You 
purposefully plan, implement, assess and review instructional practice based on student 
learning goals.  Your teaching style is characterized by thoughtful preparation, integration of the 
students’ perspectives into discussion as well as student-initiated discussions.  You listen 
actively, provide concrete, supportive feedback, ask questions geared at critical thinking, and 
model your thinking as a philosopher and faculty in ethics.  You communicate your interest in 
the subject and deeply care about the students and their learning.  You demonstrate 
professionalism, expertise, contagious enthusiasm, creativity, and ability to draw the students 
into the conversation.  It has been a pleasure working with you in support of your students’ 
learning.  Your commitment to and investment in opportunities for instructional professional 
development is evident and commendable.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gabriele Bauer, Ph.D., Director 
610-519-5628 (office) 
gabriele.bauer@villanova.edu 



 

 

AUGUSTINE and CULTURE SEMINAR PROGRAM
COLLEGE o f LIBERAL ART S and SCIENCES

October 2017 

Teaching Observation Letter for Dr. Ian Maley: 

 

I am writing in support of Ian Maley, PhD. I have known Dr. Maley for several years, and I am 

impressed by his devotion to teaching. During the 2016–2017 academic year, while finishing his 

dissertation, Dr. Maley visited my Humanities seminars several times in order to assess a discussion-

orientated seminar. As preparation for teaching a section of the Augustine and Culture Seminar (ACS) 

this fall, Dr. Maley participated in an intensive summer workshop that I organized on Teaching 
Augustine’s Confessions and he actively participated in the Augustine and Culture Seminar Program’s 
(ACSP’s) new faculty orientation. In my experience, Dr. Maley is a conscientious, dedicated, 

promising teacher who strives first and foremost to meet his student’s needs. I enthusiastically 

recommend Dr. Maley to you. In this letter I first will relate some of the informal and formal 

pedagogical training Dr. Maley has undertaken, and then I will share a formal evaluation I conducted 

of one of his recent seminars.  

ACSP’s remit is to offer a two-semester, reading-, writing-, and discussion-intensive Humanities 

seminar that anchors the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences’ core curriculum. The seminar is modeled 

on a Great Books program in which the students wrestle with primary texts in a discussion format. Dr. 

Maley successfully completed a rigorous teacher-training program as he worked on his Philosophy 

degree, and he has successfully taught several Philosophy courses. Desiring to expand the range of his 

pedagogy, Dr. Maley informally visited several of my humanities discussion-based seminars during 

the 2016–2017 academic year. After each visit we discussed his assessment of what took place in the 

specific seminar, and we considered specific assignments and activities that shift the focus of learning 

onto the students. We discussed traditional and non-traditional writing prompts, and various types of 

in-seminar group projects. In the spring of 2017 Dr. Maley requested and was assigned an ACS 

seminar for the fall, and this past summer he joined other new faculty for several intensive workshops 

designed to assist faculty to lead discussion-oriented humanities seminars. From what I witnessed 

when I formally evaluated one of Dr. Maley’s seminars, he has creatively appropriated the orientation 
resources to achieve his goals in the classroom.  

 I formally evaluated Dr. Maley on September 28, 2017. The assigned reading for the day was 

Genesis 2-3. At the beginning of seminar, one student read a precis of the discussion in the previous 

seminar (of Plato’s Crito). Dr. Maley then assigned students to one of four groups, in preparation for a 

group exercise: the students would put Adam and Eve, and the serpent (who would be tried alone 

because of his great “powers of persuasion”), on trial. The issue: Who is most responsible for the 
breech of the injunction prohibiting consumption of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil? Each group was assigned a role — to serve as either the prosecution or the defense — and Dr. 

Maley served as judge. The groups were given about 15 minutes to build their case. The groups went 

to work diligently, and there was vigorous discussion in all groups. First the group prosecuting Adam 

and Eve offered its case: among the points it offered were the fact that Adam and Eve had been 

informed of the rule, that they were not dependent on that fruit for nourishment, and that they acted 

guiltily when confronted by God about their actions. Dr. Maley then asked them a question: Was it 

just or fair of God to prohibit this one item from them? After a quick reply, the defense then made its 

case: it is unfair to blame Adam and Even because, after all, they did not yet know right from wrong, 



   

 

 

and in any case God created the serpent so he should have known what it was capable of doing. Dr. 

Maley asked the group, “Why would Adam and Even listen to the serpent anyway, after God gave 

them such a clear injunction?” The defense then had a chance to question the prosecution (and during 

the course of the reply a student broke open the text and read a verse). The group prosecuting the 

serpent then took its turn, and as with the first two groups, both groups offered multiple arguments that 

relied on their familiarity with the details of the text and an awareness of the controversial issues 

raised by the text. The separate prosecution/defense groups served as the jury for the other groups. 

During deliberations Dr. Maley raised a series of questions about how each group performed, and after 

some discussion he called for a vote. When all of the students returned to the room Dr. Maley 

announced the verdicts and then the students debriefed the exercise. “What were the benefits, and the 

challenges, of working in groups?” Several students replied that someone in the group had made an 

observation or argued a point that they themselves had not thought of. The seminar ended on time. 

There are many positive features of the seminar I observed. The precis exercise served to keep the 

students attentive to the main themes taken up in seminar (and collectively they would serve as an 

excellent study guide for the final exam). Although the seminar is at 8:30 a.m., and some of the 

students may come in not yet fully alert, the exercise and discussion were marked by high energy. In 

my notes of the seminar I tried to record when each student contributed to the “trial,” and I was not 
surprised to see that every student contributed something formally (and everyone seemed to actively 

engage in the preparation phase of the exercise). The group project that Dr. Maley crafted was both 

creative and well-planned out, but it was almost a victim of its own success: so many arguments and 

details were introduced that the students seemed to struggle toward the end of the seminar to recall all 

that had been said and to adequately process it. We considered ways in which he might slightly 

reconfigure the project to address this issue: for example, he might serve as judge and “court reporter,” 
noting key terms from each group on the white board; also, he could stipulate that all arguments must 

be backed by textual support. My overall impression is that the students came away from the seminar 

knowing more about the assigned text than they did prior to seminar, and that they had genuinely 

benefitted from the collaborative learning exercise.  

Dr. Ian Maley is reliable, congenial, and generous in spirit. In sum, he is a very promising teacher 

and he would make a good colleague. I am confident that he will be a valued member of any 

department of which he is a member. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Gregory Hoskins, PhD 

Assistant Director, the Augustine and Culture Seminar Program 

Villanova University 

Villanova, PA 19085 

610.519.8100; gregory.hoskins@villanova.edu 



	
Materials for Knowledge, Reality, Self 

(PHI-1000) 
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Philosophy 1000 is one of 
a group of five courses 
that we call the foundation 
courses. The courses 
make a Villanova 
education distinctive  
and work together to 
answer a series of  
related questions:

WHO AM I? 
Augustine and Culture 
Seminar 1000 (Ancients)  
and 1001 (Moderns)

WHAT CAN I KNOW?  
Philosopy 1000:  
Knowledge, Reality, Self

WHAT DO I BELIEVE?  
Theology and  
Religious Studies 1000: 
Faith, Reason, and Culture

HOW SHOULD I LIVE?   
Ethics 2050:  
The Good Life— 
Ethics and Contemporary 
Moral Problems

By seeking answers to 
these questions, you  
will conduct an 
interdisciplinary inquiry 
that is informed by 
Augustinian and Catholic 
intellectual  traditions, 
develop your skills in 
critical thinking  and 
communication, deepen 
your understanding  
of yourself and the world,  
and engage with issues of 
personal responsibility  
and social justice.

Philosophy 1000
Knowledge, Reality, Self

Foundation Question
What can I know?

The unexamined life is not worth living.
— Plato, Apology

Villanova	University	
Fall	2016	
PHL-1000-007:	Knowledge,	Reality,	Self	
MWF	10:30-11:20am	John	Barry	204	
	
Instructor:	Ian	Maley	
imaley@villanova.edu	
https://villanova.academia.edu/IanMaley	
Doctoral	Candidate	
SAC	108	
	
Office	Hours:	Monday	and	Wednesday	11:30am-1:00pm,	by	appointment	
only	(must	request	before	8pm	the	night	before	by	email)	
	
Course	Description	
	
PHL-1000	is	one	of	five	foundation	courses	at	Villanova.		Foundation	courses	
provide	us	with	the	opportunity	to	investigate	ourselves	and	reflect	
Villanova’s	unique	commitment	to	the	whole	person.		They	ask:	
	

- Who	am	I?	(Augustine	and	Culture	Seminar	–	Ancients	and	Moderns)	
- What	can	I	know?	(Philosophy	1000:	Knowledge,	Reality,	Self)	
- What	do	I	believe?	(Theology	and	Religious	Studies	1000:	Faith,	

Reason	and	Culture)	
- How	should	I	live?	(Ethics	2050:	The	Good	Life:	Ethics	and	

Contemporary	Moral	Problems)	
	
In	this	course	we	will	explore	the	three	themes,	knowledge,	reality	and	self	
in	the	history	of	philosophy,	as	indicated	by	the	course	title.		In	particular,	we	
will	explore	how	the	study	of	the	nature	and	role	of	knowledge	in	human	life	
is	also	a	mode	of	self-examination.		We	will	read	both	ancient	and	modern	
philosophical	texts	in	order	to	ask:	insofar	as	I	can	access	reality	only	through	
my	knowledge	of	the	world	and	others,	who	am	I?		What	can	I	know	and	
what	am	I	not	able	to	know?		How	is	knowledge	of	reality	also	self-
knowledge?		This	course	investigates	the	ways	that	the	pursuit	of	knowledge	
is	also	a	mode	of	self-examination	that	can	empower	us,	teach	us	the	limits	
of	our	own	capacities,	and	inform	us	about	the	responsibilities	we	have	to	
others	and	the	world.	
	
	



Required	Reading	
	
Anselm,	Proslogion,	with	the	Replies	of	Gaunilo	and	Anselm,	Hackett,	ISBN:	978-0872205659	
Augustine,	Against	the	Academicians	and	The	Teacher,	Hackett,	ISBN:	978-0872202122	
René	Descartes,	Discourse	on	Method	and	Meditations	on	First	Philosophy,	4th	ed.,	Hackett,	
ISBN:	978-0872204201	
John	Locke,	Second	Treatise	on	Government,	Hackett,	978-0915144938	
Karl	Marx,	Selected	Writings,	Hackett,	ISBN:	978-0872202184	
Plato,	Five	Dialogues,	Hackett,	ISBN:	978-0872206335	
	
Please,	only	use	the	assigned	editions.		You	must	bring	the	assigned	reading	to	class	every	day,	
as	we	will	refer	to	it	during	class.		All	required	texts	are	available	at	the	bookstore,	though	they	
might	be	available	elsewhere.		All	other	texts	will	be	available	by	PDF	either	on	Blackboard	or	
via	email	from	the	professor.		I	highly	recommend	that	you	print	all	of	the	readings	on	
Blackboard	and	have	them	spiral	bound	at	the	iPrint	center	in	the	basement	of	Bartley	Hall.		
	
Course	Requirements	
	
Philosophy	is	difficult	no	matter	what	level	you	are.		This	is	an	introductory	course.		You	are	not	
expected	to	walk	in	a	master	of	the	text.		You	are	expected	to	do	the	assigned	reading,	come	to	
every	class,	and	be	prepared	to	discuss	the	material	assigned	for	the	day.		Nothing	–	nothing	–	
makes	your	teacher	happier	than	admitting	that	you	don’t	understand	something	when	you’re	
having	trouble	and	asking	a	question.			
	
I	am	required	to	take	attendance.		Six	or	more	absences	will	result	in	an	“F”	(Fail)	for	the	
course.		Please,	come	to	class	every	day.		The	instructor	reserves	the	right	to	ask	for	
documentation	to	excuse	an	absence	(a	doctor’s	note,	a	wedding/funeral	program,	etc.)	per	his	
discretion.		You	will	be	required	to	make	up	any	work	for	classes	that	you	have	missed	and	due	
dates	still	apply.		Absence	policy:	you	are	allowed	a	total	of	five	unexcused	absences.		The	first	
three	unexcused	absences	may	be	taken	without	penalty.		The	fourth	and	fifth	unexcused	
absences	result	in	a	3-point	deduction	from	your	attendance	grade	each.		Six	or	more	
unexcused	absences	result	in	an	“F”	for	the	course.		It	is	the	student’s	responsibility	to	keep	
track	of	their	absences,	though	I	will	try	to	warn	students	before	they	reach	six.		Documentation	
must	be	presented	to	the	instructor	during	the	next	class	that	the	student	is	present	and	must	
cover	the	all	the	days	that	they	were	absent	to	receive	an	excused	absence.	
	
We	are	not	only	studying	philosophy;	we	are	studying	philosophy	together.		Classes	are	part	
lecture,	part	discussion.		Sometimes	I	will	need	to	lecture	to	introduce	us	to	important	concepts	
and	frame	the	discussion.		Most	of	the	time,	I	want	to	hear	what	you	have	to	say.		It	is	
important	that	we	maintain	a	respectful	environment	in	the	classroom.		We	are	not	just	
learning	new	ideas.		We	are	learning	how	to	discuss	ideas,	which	are	sometimes	difficult	or	
challenge	us	to	think	in	new	ways,	respectfully.		The	instructor	reserves	the	right	to	intervene	in	
a	discussion	that	is	disrespectful	or	moving	in	an	unhelpful	direction.		Active	class	partipication	



means	coming	to	class	everyday,	bringing	the	assigned	reading	and	contributing	to	class	
discussion.		I	might	call	on	you	if	I	haven’t	heard	from	you	in	a	while.		I’m	not	out	to	get	you.		I	
care	about	what	you	think	and	I	want	your	opinion	to	be	part	of	our	class,	too.		Over	the	course	
of	the	semester	every	student	will	be	required	to	do	one	précis	summarizing	the	previous	class	
at	the	beginning	of	class.		I	will	assign	a	day	to	each	student	at	the	beginning	of	the	course.		
Précis	policy:	if	you	will	have	an	excused	absence	the	day	of	your	précis	or	know	that	you	
cannot	attend	that	day,	you	must	submit	the	précis	to	me	by	email	(imaley@villanova.edu)	to	
receive	full	credit.		If	you	will	have	an	excused	absence	on	the	day	that	you	are	summarizing	
(i.e.,	the	class	before	the	day	of	your	précis),	you	must	contact	me	before	that	class	to	
reschedule.		In	the	event	that	you	do	not	have	your	précis	on	the	day	that	you	are	supposed	to	
present	and	do	not	have	an	excused	absence	either	in	the	class	you	are	summarizing	or	the	day	
of	the	presentation,	you	may	still	submit	it	to	me	by	midnight	on	the	day	of	the	précis	for	half	
credit	(5	points).		The	order	of	précis	assignments	will	go	in	reverse	alphabetical	order	and	
schedule	will	be	posted	on	Blackboard.		Any	student	wishing	to	change	days	must	contact	me	
by	email	by	Wednesday	January	26th	and	must	give	a	reason	that	they	would	like	to	change	
days.		The	instructor	reserves	final	discretion	in	any	and	all	of	these	matters.		
	
In	addition	to	the	précis,	this	course	has	two	written	assignments.		The	assignments	and	their	
due	dates	are	listed	here	and	in	the	course	schedule	below.		The	first	assignment	is	3	to	4-page	
paper	for	the	midterm.		The	last	is	a	3	to	4-page	paper	for	the	final.		The	instructor	reserves	the	
right	to	change	assignments,	due	dates	and	other	features	of	our	course	if	it	is	necessary	and	
he	deems	fit.		You	will	be	notified	as	far	in	advance	as	possible	in	the	event	that	I	need	to	make	
changes.		For	the	midterm	and	the	final,	I	am	looking	for	well-structured	thesis-driven	essays	
that	clearly	address	the	question(s),	respond	to	the	assignment	using	texts	assigned	in	class,	
cite	sources	properly,	and	demonstrate	a	personal	engagement	with	the	text	beyond	
regurgitating	the	argument.		All	assignments	must	be	submitted	through	“SafeAssign”	in	
Blackboard.		A	late	paper	loses	3	percentage	points	or	the	equivalent	every	day	it	is	late.		
Please,	turn	in	your	work	on	time.		I	am	happy	to	discuss	ideas	from	class	in	office	hours.		I	will	
not	look	at	drafts.		You	are	encouraged	to	use	the	Writing	Center	to	go	over	drafts.		To	
challenge	a	grade,	you	must	wait	24	hours	after	receiving	the	paper.		You	may	then	write	me	
via	email	with	specific	concerns	about	why	you	believe	your	assessment	was	unfair	citing	
evidence	from	your	paper.		Your	grade	cannot	be	lowered	for	challenging	the	original	
assessment.		It	can	only	stay	the	same	or	go	up.		The	instructor	reserves	final	judgment	in	any	
and	all	such	cases.	
	
Pop	Quizzes:	There	will	be	a	total	of	10	pop	quizzes	throught	the	semester	given	at	the	end	of	
class.		These	are	to	test	comprehension	and	make	sure	that	students	are	reading.		If	you	do	the	
reading	and	pay	attention	and	participate	in	class,	you	should	not	have	a	problem	on	the	quiz.		
These	are	meant	to	check	comphrension,	not	to	fool	you.		Each	quiz	is	worth	2	points	(total	20%	
of	your	grade).		Absence	policy	for	pop	quizzes:	if	you	have	an	excused	absence	the	day	of	a	
pop	quiz,	the	grade	of	your	last	quiz	will	count	for	your	quiz	on	the	day	that	you	are	absence.		
For	instance,	if	you	have	an	unexcused	absence	on	the	day	of	the	fourth	pop	quiz,	I	will	repeat	
the	grade	from	your	third.		So,	if	you	get	1.5/2	on	the	third	quiz,	you	would	also	receive	1.5/2	
on	the	fourth	quiz.		This	is	meant	to	prevent	students	from	being	unfairly	penalized	for	an	



excused	absence.		However,	if	you	have	an	unexcused	absence	on	the	day	of	the	pop	quiz,	you	
will	not	be	able	to	make	it	up	and	it	will	be	marked	as	a	zero.		This	is	to	make	it	fair	to	students	
who	come	to	class	or	have	excused	absences	on	that	day	and	to	minimize	the	added	level	of	
confusion	for	the	professor.		There	will	also	be	a	4-point	extra	credit	quiz	during	the	final	
writing	workshop.	
	
Electronic	device	policy:	Laptops,	cell	phones	and	all	other	electronic	devices	are	strictly	
forbidden	in	class	without	prior	authorization.		Authorization	usually	requires	a	note	from	a	
doctor	or	school	administration.		They	are	to	be	placed	on	top	of	the	desk	face	down	during	
class	time.		Any	student	seen	using	a	cell	phone	during	the	class	in	any	capacity	without	prior	
approval	or	request	by	the	instructor	will	receive	an	initial	warning.		A	second	time	will	result	in	
a	mark	of	“Absent”	for	the	class	period.			
	
Office	of	Disability	Studies	and	Learning	Support	Services:	
	
It	is	the	policy	of	Villanova	to	make	reasonable	academic	accommodations	for	qualified	
individuals	with	disabilities.	You	must	present	verification	and	register	with	the	Learning	
Support	Office	by	contacting	610-519-5176	or	at	learning.support.services@villanova.edu	or	for	
physical	access	or	temporary	disabling	conditions,	please	contact	the	Office	of	Disability	
Services	at	610-519-	4095	or	email Stephen.mcwilliams@villanova.edu	Registration	is	needed	in	
order	to	receive	accommodations.		

Academic	Integrity	��

All	students	are	expected	to	uphold	Villanova’s	Academic	Integrity	Policy	and	Code.	Any	
incident	of	academic	dishonesty	will	be	reported	to	the	Dean	of	the	College	of	Liberal	Arts	and	
Sciences	for	disciplinary	action.	For	the	College’s	statement	on	Academic	Integrity,	you	should	
consult	the	Enchiridion.	You	may	view	the	university’s	Academic	Integrity	Policy	and	Code,	as	
well	as	other	useful	information	related	to	writing	papers,	at	the	Academic	Integrity	Gateway	
web	site:	�http://library.villanova.edu/Help/AcademicIntegrity	

It	is	the	student’s	responsibility	to	be	familiar	with	the	academic	integrity	code	and	what	
constitutes	plagiarism.		We	will	also	have	academic	integrity	workshop	before	the	midterm	to	
review	university	policies,	plagiarism,	correct	citation	and	citation	strategies.	

Grade	Scale:	
	
A:	100-94	
A-:	93-90	
B+:	89-87	
B:	86-83	
B-:	82-80	
C+:	79-77	
C:	76-73	



C-:	72-70	
D+:	69-67	
D:	66-63	
D-:	62-60	
F:	59	and	below	
	
Grade	Percentages:	
	
Midterm	Paper:	25%	
Final	Paper:	25%	
Pop	Quizzes:	20%	
Presentation:	10%	
Attendance:	10%		
Participation:	10%	
	

Course	Schedule	
	
Jan.	16:	No	class	(Martin	Luther	King	Day)	
	
Jan.	18	(W):	First	Day	of	Class,	introduction	to	course	and	explanation	of	syllabus	
	
The	Beginnings	of	Philosophy	
	
Jan.	20:	no	class	
	
Jan.	23:	Introduction	to	Philosophy	and	bell	hooks’	“Critical	Thinking”	(Last	day	for	registering	
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory	and	Add/Drop)	
	
Jan.	25:	Plato,	Apology	
	
Jan.	27:	Plato,	Apology	
	
Jan.	30:	Plato,	Euthyphro	
	
Feb.	1:	Plato,	Euthyphro	
	
Feb.	3:	Plato,	Meno	
	
Feb.	6:	Plato,	Meno	
	
Feb.	8:	Plato,	Meno	
	
Feb.	10:	Plato,	Sun	and	Divided	Line	analogies	from	the	Republic	(.pdf)	



	
Feb.	13:	Plato,	Allegory	of	the	Cave	from	the	Republic	(.pdf)	
	
Feb.	15:	Augustine,	On	the	Teacher	
	
Modern	Philosophy	
	
Feb.	17:	Augustine,	On	the	Teacher	
	
Feb.	20:	Anselm,	Proofs	for	the	Existence	of	God	
	
Feb.	22:	Anselm,	Proofs	for	the	Existence	of	God	
	
Feb.	24,	Feb.	27	and	Mar.	1:	Writing	Workshop	
	
Mar.	3:	No	class,	midterm	due	at	noon	
	
Mar.	6-10:	No	class,	Spring	Break	
	
Mar.	13:	Descartes,	Meditations	1	
	
Mar.	15:	Descartes,	Mediations	2	
	
Mar.	17:	Descartes,	Mediations	3	
	
Mar.	20:	Descartes,	Mediations	5	
	
Mar.	22:	Hume,	Abstract	
	
Mar.	24:	Hume,	Abstract	
	
Mar.	27:	Kant,	What	is	Enlightenment?	(Last	Day	for	Authorized	Withdrawal	without	Penalty)	
	
Mar.	29:	Freud,	The	Interpretation	of	Dreams	
	
Mar.	31:	Freud,	The	Interpretation	of	Dreams	and	Kristen	Neff	video	(Blackboard)	
	
Apr.	3:	Locke,	Second	Treatise	
	
April	5:	Locke,	Second	Treatise	
	
Apr.	7:	Locke,	Second	Treatise	
	
Apr.	10:	Marx,	“Wage,	Labor	and	Capital”	



	
Apr.	12-17:	No	class,	Easter	Break	
	
Apr.	19:	Marx,	Communist	Manifesto	(first	part)	
	
Apr.	21:	Marx,	Communist	Manifesto	(first	part)	
	
Apr.	24:	Foucault,	“Panopticism”	
	
Apr.	26:	Foucault,	“Panopticism”	
	
Apr.	28:	Foucault,	“Panopticism”	and	Vice	News	Snowden	interview	(in-class)	
	
May	1:	Deleuze,	“Post-Script	on	the	Societies	of	Control”	
	
May	2-3:	Writing	Workshop	and	Review	
	
May	5:	No	Class,	Final	Paper	due	by	noon	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Ian Maley  August 2018 

Mean Student Ratings for PHI-1000 (Knowledge, Reality, Self) Spring 2017-Fall 2017 

                                                        
1 Course Mean (Department Mean) 
2 Number of Students in the Course (Number of Students Who Completed Evaluation) 

Area of Rating Spring 2017  Spring 2017 Summer 2017  Fall 2017 Fall 2017 
 -005 -007 -025 -001 -H05 
Hours per week for this course 1.5 (1.7)1 1.5 (1.7) 2.7 (2.7) 1.5 (1.7) 1.6 (2.0) 
Organizes and plans course effectively 4.1 (4.4) 4.4 (4.4) 4.6 (4.6) 4.7 (4.4) 4.3 (4.5) 
Uses class time effectively 4.0 (4.3) 4.6 (4.3) 4.3 (4.6) 4.7 (4.4) 4.4 (4.5) 
Makes the goal of the course clear 4.1 (4.4) 4.5 (4.4) 4.6 (4.5) 4.7 (4.3) 4.4 (4.5) 

Interacts effectively with students 4.0 (4.4) 4.6 (4.4) 4.6 (4.5) 4.5 (4.4) 4.3 (4.7) 
Treats students in a respectful manner 4.7 (4.7) 4.6 (4.7) 4.7 (4.8) 4.8 (4.7) 4.3 (4.8) 
Is available for help outside of class 4.2 (4.5) 4.3 (4.5) 4.6 (4.5) 4.5 (4.5) 4.1 (4.6) 
Encourages student participation 4.6 (4.6) 4.9 (4.6) 4.7 (4.7) 4.9 (4.5) 4.6 (4.8) 
Is enthusiastic about the subject 4.8 (4.7) 4.9 (4.7) 4.6 (4.7) 4.9 (4.7) 4.8 (4.9) 
Is clear about instructions for assignments 3.9 (4.4) 4.2 (4.4) 4.6 (4.5) 4.7 (4.4) 4.3 (4.5) 
Explains course material clearly 3.9 (4.3) 4.3 (4.3) 4.7 (4.6) 4.5 (4.3) 4.1 (4.5) 
Responds effectively to student questions 4.2 (4.4) 4.3 (4.4) 4.6 (4.7) 4.6 (4.4) 4.2 (4.6) 
Provides helpful feedback to student work 4.0 (4.4) 4.1 (4.4) 4.6 (4.6) 4.3 (4.4) 3.7 (4.6) 
Grades student work fairly 4.0 (4.5) 4.4 (4.5) 4.7 (4.6) 4.6 (4.5) 3.9 (4.6) 
Employs relevant tests and assignments 4.3 (4.6) 4.4 (4.6) 4.7 (4.6) 4.4 (4.6) 4.2 (4.7) 
Hard work is required for a good grade 4.1 (4.1) 3.6 (4.1) 4.4 (4.5) 3.6 (4.0) 3.8 (4.3) 
I found the course intellectually 
stimulating 

3.8 (4.2) 4.2 (4.2) 4.4 (4.3) 4.4 (4.2) 4.3 (4.6) 

I attended most class sessions 4.5 (4.7) 4.6 (4.7) 4.7 (4.6) 4.8 (4.7) 5.0 (4.9) 
I kept up with the assigned work 4.5 (4.5) 4.4 (4.5) 4.9 (4.6) 4.6 (4.5) 4.8 (4.7) 
I learned a great deal in this course 3.9 (4.1) 4.3 (4.1) 4.4 (4.4) 4.1 (4.1) 3.9 (4.5) 
To my knowledge there was no cheating 
in this class 

4.4 (4.7) 4.4 (4.7) 4.9 (4.8) 4.6 (4.7) 4.7 (4.8) 

Rate overall quality of instruction 4.0 (4.3) 4.3 (4.3) 4.9 (4.5) 4.5 (4.3) 4.3 (4.6) 
Rate overall value of this course 3.7 (4.1) 4.1 (4.1) 4.3 (4.3) 4.2 (4.0) 4.3 (4.5) 
Number of students in the class 25 (24)2 26 (24) 15 (7) 25 (24) 10 (9) 

































































	
Materials for Augustine and Culture Seminar 

(ACS-1000 and ACS-1001) 



 
 

  

 
Villanova University 
Fall 2017 
ACS-1000-G21: Augustine and Culture Seminar (Ancients) 
T/Th 8:30-9:45am  
SAC 110 
 
Instructor: Ian Maley, Ph.D. 
imaley@villanova.edu 
https://villanova.academia.edu/IanMaley 
SAC 108 
 
Office Hours: M/Th 10:00am-11:30am in Falvey Holy Grounds 
 
Course Description 
 
ACS-1000 is one of five foundation courses at Villanova.  Foundation courses 
provide us with the opportunity to investigate ourselves and reflect 
Villanova’s unique commitment to the whole person.  They ask: 
 

- Who am I? (Augustine and Culture Seminar – Ancients and Moderns) 
- What can I know? (Philosophy 1000: Knowledge, Reality, Self) 
- What do I believe? (Theology and Religious Studies 1000: Faith, 

Reason and Culture) 
- How should I live? (Ethics 2050: The Good Life: Ethics and 

Contemporary Moral Problems) 
 
This course splits the fundamental question “Who am I?” into two questions: 
“who have I been?” and “what can I become?”  by examining the complex 
relationship between the question of who and what the self is and the question 
of the nature of writing in Ancient Greek, Hebrew, Early Christian and 
Medieval philosophy and literature.  In particular, we will examine the 
tensions between the self and society and the sometimes difficult choices we 
are forced to make to follow our own path.  Our unit on Plato’s Phaedrus will 
also look at the problems that writing poses for selfhood and ask what it 
means to create oneself in and through writing, a technology that opens us up 
to others in unforeseen ways.  All of these problems – self-creation, writing, 
memory and otherness – will come together as we explore Augustine’s 
Confessions, where Augustine innovates a new genre of philosophical 
literature with the purpose of expressing his truth through writing in devotion 
to God. 
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Augustine and Culture 
Seminar is one of a group 
of five courses that we 
call the foundation 
courses. The courses 
make a Villanova 
education distinctive and 
work together to answer  
a series of related 
questions:

WHO AM I? 
Augustine and Culture 
Seminar 1000 (Ancients)  
and 1001 (Moderns)

WHAT CAN I KNOW?  
Philosophy 1000:  
Knowledge, Reality, Self

WHAT DO I BELIEVE?  
Theology and  
Religious Studies 1000: 
Faith, Reason, and Culture

HOW SHOULD I LIVE?   
Ethics 2050:  
The Good Life— 
Ethics and Contemporary 
Moral Problems

By seeking answers to 
these questions, you  
will conduct an 
interdisciplinary inquiry 
that is informed by 
Augustinian and Catholic 
intellectual  traditions, 
develop your skills in 
critical thinking  and 
communication, deepen 
your understanding  
of yourself and the world,  
and engage with issues of 
personal responsibility  
and social justice.

Augustine and Culture Seminar  
1000 (Ancients) and 1001 (Moderns)

Foundation Question
Who am I?

Tolle Lege—Pick up and read.
 — St. Augustine, Confessions VIII



Basic Guidelines 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to know and follow the course policies. 
 
Students may refer to the professor as Prof. or Dr. Maley.  All other names are not acceptable.  I 
will do my best to learn everyone’s name as soon as possible.  If you prefer another name or if I 
am pronouncing it incorrectly, please do not hesitate to tell me.  As a basic point of etiquette, at 
least all initial emails should begin “Dear,” “Hello,” or “Hi” and the professor’s title.  This is one 
of the factors in the participation grade in the course.   
 
An “A” is reserved for extraordinary work.   
 
This is a foundation course.  You are not expected to walk in a master of the text.  You are 
expected to do the assigned reading, come to every class, and be prepared to discuss the material 
assigned for the day.  Nothing – nothing – makes your teacher happier than admitting that you 
don’t understand something when you’re having trouble and asking a question.   
 
Classes are not the only challenges that you will face in college.  Sometimes personal issues and 
problems might arise that impede your progress and/or affect your classroom performance or 
attendance.  Should those situations arise, I hope you will feel comfortable talking with me about 
them.  I take great pride in also being able to be a constructive ally to students within the bounds 
of the teacher/student relationship.  Full disclosure: by law and the conditions of my employment 
I am obligated to report instances of sexual assault and any instance where there is the threat of a 
student harming him- or herself or others.  I reserve final say in whether adjustments can and will 
be made for a student based on their circumstances. 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make any necessary changes to the course, assignments, 
due dates and any other features of the course as he sees fit.  I will make every effort to 
make students aware of changes as quickly and as early as possible. 
 
Required Texts 
 
David Grene and Richmond Lattimore (eds.), Greek Tragedies Vol. 1, University of Chicago 
Press, 978-0226307909 
Plato, Phaedrus, Oxford World Classics, 978-0199554027 
St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions, trans. Maria Boulding, New City Press, 978-1565481541 
 
Please, only use the assigned editions.  You must bring the assigned reading to class every day, 
as we will refer to it during class.  All required texts are available at the bookstore, though they 
might be available elsewhere.  All other texts will be available by PDF either on Blackboard or 
via email from the professor.  I highly recommend that you print all of the readings on 
Blackboard and have them spiral bound at the iPrint center in the basement of Bartley Hall.  
Students are permitted and encouraged to use the Confessions app outside of class.  You must 
bring the hard copy to class. 
 
  



 
Grade Percentages 
 
Participation: 25% 
Précis: 5% 
Longer Papers: 30% (15 each) 
Shorter Papers: 15% (3 each) 
Daily Quizzes: 15% 
Confessions Presentation: 10% 
 
Learning Goals 
 
ACS is a reading and writing intensive class central to the core curriculum at Villanova that 
offers students the opportunity to explore themselves and larger questions about life and society.  
Our class will mix discussion of more abstract topics with close reading and questions about 
rhetoric and style.  You should see this class as a place to explore difficult questions about what 
it means to be a person and a citizen in a creative way, a place where you will often reflect not 
only on who you are, but what you can become, especially through writing.  While other classes 
at Villanova are more lecture based, ACS is discussion-based and requires input from every 
member of the class.  While I will have points that I think are important and germane to the 
discussion, students will share in the responsibility of doing the assigned reading for the day and 
bringing questions, thoughts and comments to the discussion for examination.  A significant part 
of your participation grade will be your active participation in class discussions. 
 
The class has three main learning goals or areas of focus for every text that we read.  Short 
papers are a place to explore these areas; longer papers are the place to demonstrate your 
knowledge of them for the material you are writing about.   
 

- First, students will be responsible for understanding how to approach the texts assigned 
for the day.  This includes historical information or other necessary information that I 
will provide in remarks at the beginning of class to help frame the discussion and 
understanding of the text.   

- Secondly, what the text says, i.e., comprehension.  It will be especially important with 
writers like Plato to work through the arguments or central ideas at home and come 
prepared to discuss thoughts or questions that you have when you come to class.   

- Lastly, your personal engagement or interpretation of the text or ideas that you are 
working with.  What you make of the ideas?  How do they help you or not help you 
understand yourself and the world?   
 

We will use these three learning areas to approach every text in the course.  Students should 
leave the class with improved reading comprehension, critical thinking skills and a greater 
awareness of learning as a mode of self-contemplation.  Displaying one’s capacity and showing 
improvement in these areas will be central to success in the class. 
 
 
 



Participation, Attendance and Classroom Etiquette 
 
We are not only studying great works of literature and philosophy: we are studying them 
together.  Classes are part lecture, but mostly discussion.  Sometimes I will need to lecture to 
introduce us to important concepts and frame the discussion.  Most of the time, I want to hear 
what you have to say.  Active class partipication means coming to class everyday, bringing the 
assigned reading and contributing to class discussion.  I might call on you if I haven’t heard from 
you in a while.  I’m not out to get you, though you should take it as a sign that I would to hear 
from you more, as participation is an important part of the class.  I care about what you think and 
I want your opinion to be part of our class, too. 
 
That said, it is very important that we maintain a respectful environment in the classroom.  We 
are not just learning new ideas.  We are learning how to discuss ideas, which are sometimes 
difficult or challenge us to think in new ways, and do so respectfully.  We will be studying some 
thorny and potentially divisive topics.  It is absolutely necessary that the classroom be an 
enriching and fulfilling space for all students to explore these questions.  Our diversity is a 
strength and it is our highest priority to protect it.  The instructor reserves the right to intervene 
in a discussion that he finds disrespectful or moving in an unhelpful direction.  Any attempt to 
belittle, intimidate or harm other students will not be tolerated.   
 
Attendance for the class is mandatory and part of your participation grade.  I will attendance at 
the beginning of each class.  Students are allowed two unexcused absences without penalty.  
These are not “skip days.”  They meant should it be necessary for you to miss class.  A third and 
fourth unexcused absence will result in an automatic -3% penalty from your participation grade 
each.  A fifth absence results in failure for the course.  I will approve absences only for students 
who present a note from the Dean, Health Center, Athletic Office or their ROTC commander that 
covers the days they were absent. 
 
Précis Assignment 
 
Over the course of the semester every student will be required to do one précis at the beginning 
of class summarizing the previous class over the course of the semester.  I will assign a day to 
each student at the beginning of the course.  The order of précis assignments will go in reverse 
alphabetical order and schedule will be posted on Blackboard.  Any student wishing to change 
days must contact me by email by Tuesday, August 29th and must give a reason why they would 
like to change days.   
Précis absence policy: if you will have an excused absence the day of your précis or know that 
you cannot attend that day, you must submit the précis to me by email (imaley@villanova.edu) 
to receive full credit.  If you will have an excused absence on the day that you are summarizing 
(i.e., the class before the day of your précis), you must contact me before that class to reschedule.  
In the event that you do not have your précis on the day that you are supposed to present and do 
not have an excused absence either in the class you are summarizing or the day of the 
presentation, you may still submit it to me by midnight on the day of the précis for half credit 
(2.5 points).  The instructor reserves final discretion in any and all of these matters.  
 
 



Writing Assignments 
 
In addition to the précis, this course has several assignments.  The assignments and their due 
dates are listed here and in the course schedule below.  All papers must be submitted in my box 
(SAC 108).  I will make every effort to return all papers in a week or less.   
 
Over the course of the semester you will be required to submit five short 2 page reflection papers 
and two longer 4 page papers.  I will offer a prompt via email to the class every week.  Students 
must write two short reflection papers and one longer paper on the prompt for the week before 
the midterm and three short reflection papers and one longer paper before the final.  You can use 
these papers to reflect on something in a reading that caught your eye, an idea you are having 
trouble with, an idea you want to explore or reflect on, etc.  Longer papers should explore a topic 
in greater detail, demonstrate comprehension of the text and offer a more in-depth and well-
considered personal engagement and reflection.  Shorter reflection papers will receive the full 3 
points but will be graded �+ (excellent paper beyond the normal expectations), �(meets the 
standards for a reflection paper) and �- (poor reflection that shows little effort, comprehension 
or engagement).  Performance on these papers factors into the participation grade.  Longer 
papers will be graded according to the attached rubric.  Students will also be required to submit a 
written copy of the Confessions group project.  Finally, all ACS students are required to attend at 
least three “out of seminar” ACS-approved campus-wide events and write a short paper 
reflecting on the event.  These papers must be submitted within a week of attending the event 
and must include the event date in the paper heading. 
 
Students are required as part of the core to create a CLAS portfolio of artifacts as part of the 
requirements for graduation.  For ACS, this will include the “Life Well Lived” essay provided on 
the first day of class, two analytical papers and a creative piece that students select from among 
the papers written in the course.  All students must submit the “Life Well Lived” essay in the 
first two weeks of class; the rest of the portfolio must be submitted by the end of the course. 
 
Daily Quizzes 
 
For every day that there is reading and other select days, there will be a quiz on Blackboard.  The 
quiz will open 24 hours before the start of class and close at the start of class.  It will not be 
possible to make up these quizzes once they have closed.   
 
Electronic Device Policy  
 
Laptops, cell phones and all other electronic devices are strictly forbidden in class without prior 
authorization.  Authorization requires a note from the school administration.  Cell phones and 
other mobile devices are to be placed on top of the desk face down during class time.  Any 
student seen using a cell phone during the class in any capacity without prior approval or request 
by the instructor will receive an initial warning.  A second time will result in a mark of “Absent” 
for the class period.   
 
 
 



Music 
 
Technology permitting, I will play a different piece of music from around the world at the start 
of each class.  I find it to be a great way to set the tone and mood for the class and offer students 
a chance to hear music they might not have heard before.  Most songs will have something to do 
with the topic of the class for the day or will be relevant to that day in history.  Other times it will 
be a song that I like or caught my ear that I want to share with you.  I will link to a Google Doc 
on Blackboard where you can find the class playlist should anything peak your interest.   
 
Office of Disability Studies and Learning Support Services: 
 
It is the policy of Villanova to make reasonable academic accommodations for qualified 
individuals with disabilities. You must present verification and register with the Learning 
Support Office by contacting 610-519-5176 or at learning.support.services@villanova.edu or for 
physical access or temporary disabling conditions, please contact the Office of Disability 
Services at 610-519- 4095 or email Stephen.mcwilliams@villanova.edu Registration is needed in 
order to receive accommodations.  

Academic Integrity � 

All students are expected to uphold Villanova’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code. Any 
incident of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences for disciplinary action. For the College’s statement on Academic Integrity, you should 
consult the Enchiridion. You may view the university’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code, as 
well as other useful information related to writing papers, at the Academic Integrity Gateway 
web site: �http://library.villanova.edu/Help/AcademicIntegrity 

It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the academic integrity code and what 
constitutes plagiarism.  We will also have academic integrity workshop before the midterm to 
review university policies, plagiarism, correct citation and citation strategies. 

Grade Scale: 
 
A: 100-94 
A-: 93-90 
B+: 89-87 
B: 86-83 
B-: 82-80 
C+: 79-77 
C: 76-73 
C-: 72-70 
D+: 69-67 
D: 66-63 
D-: 62-60 
F: 59 and below 
 



Course Schedule 
 
8/24: Syllabus, Intro and “Life Well Lived” assignment, Read Mortimer Adler and Charles Van 
Duren, “How To Be A Demanding Reader” in the course packet 
 
8/29: Aeschylus, Promethius Bound, ll. 1-560 
 
8/31: Aeschylus, Promethius Bound, ll. 561-end 
 
9/5: Sophocles, Oedipus Rex, ll. 1-679 
 
9/7: Sophocles, Oedipus Rex, ll. 680-end 
 
9/12: Sophocles, Antigone, ll. 1-639 
 
9/14: Sophocles, Antigone, ll. 639-end 
 
9/19: Katherine Kurtz, “Antigone as Alastor: The Violence of Forgetting in Sophocles’ 
Antigone” and Prof. Kurtz’s visit to class 
 
9/21: Library session 
 
9/26: Plato, Crito 
 
9/28: Old Testament, Genesis 1-4 
 
10/3: Old Testament, Song of Songs 
 
10/17: New Testament, Gospel of Mark 
 
10/19: New Testament, Gospel of John 
 
10/24: Plato, Phaedrus  
 
10/26: Plato, Phaedrus 
 
10/31: Plato, Phaedrus 
 
11/2: Plato, Phaedrus 
 
11/7: St. Augustine, Confessions, Book I 
 
11/9: St. Augustine, Confessions, Book II 
 
11/14: St. Augustine, Confessions, Book III 
 



11/16: St. Augustine, Confessions, Book IV 
 
11/21: St. Augustine, Confessions, Book VI 
 
11/28: St. Augustine, Confessions, Book VIII 
 
11/30: The Letters of Abelard and Heloïse, Letter II 
 
12/5: The Letters of Abelard and Heloïse, Letter III 
 
12/7: François Villon, The Legacy 



ACS-1000 (Ancients) 
Dr. Ian Maley 
9/28/17 
 

Genesis On Trial 
 
News Bulletin, Sept. 27 – Update on Adam and Eve.  Following Eve’s treacherous defiance of 
God’s law, Eve, Adam and the Serpent have been arrested pending their eviction from the 
Garden of Eden.  Per code 19 section 12 of the “Residents’ Bill of Rights for Residence in 
Eden,” two trials have been scheduled for tomorrow, Sept. 28th that will decide their fate.  Adam 
and Eve will be tried together, while the Serpent will be tried alone given his powers of 
persuasion.  Our Lord’s government has assembled two teams of the best prosecutors in all of 
creation.  Meanwhile, the accused have all retained the most formidable legal minds east of 
Eden.  Stay tuned – more tomorrow…  
 
You have been assigned to one of four legal teams involved in the prosecution or defense of 
Adam, Eve and the Serpent for violation of the cardinal law of Eden: eating from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.  Adam, Eve and the Serpent still have a chance to stay in the 
Garden if they can convince more than half of a jury to let them stay.  Your job is to present the 
case for or against the accused in the most convincing and persuasive manner possible.  After a 
period of deliberation (~10 minutes), groups prosecuting and defending Adam and Eve will 
present their case to the class.  The two other groups will listen and act as the jury for the case.  
Each group will have approximately 7 minutes to argue their case and up to 3 minutes of 
questions from the judge (Dr. Maley) and the jury.  Then the two groups prosecuting and 
defending the Serpent will present their case to the court with a 3-minute question period.  
Following the second session, the judge will ask the teams from the Adam and Eve case to leave 
the room and the jury will vote on the outcome of the verdict.  Then the Serpent teams will be 
asked to leave so that the jury can come to a verdict in that case.  In the case of a tied vote, the 
judge will vote to break the tie.  Each member of the winning teams will be awarded +.25 extra 
credit points to be added to their final grade for the course. 
 
Please, choose one note-taker for each group who will write out the statement to be presented to 
the court.   
 
Possible guiding questions to consider:  
 
Did the accused know what they were doing was wrong? 
Is the law forbidding one to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil just? 
What role did the accused play in the crime and how culpable are they for the crime? 
Does bias of any kind factor into the law and the punishment?  



 

 
  

 
Villanova University 
Spring 2018 
ACS-1001-006: Augustine and Culture Seminar (Moderns) 
MWF 8:30am-9:20am 
 
Instructor: Ian Maley, Ph.D. 
imaley@villanova.edu 
https://villanova.academia.edu/IanMaley 
SAC 108 
 
Office Hours: MW 10:00am-11:15am in Falvey Holy Grounds 
 
Course Description 
 
ACS-1000 is one of five foundation courses at Villanova.  Foundation courses 
provide us with the opportunity to investigate ourselves and reflect 
Villanova’s unique commitment to the whole person.  They ask: 
 

- Who am I? (Augustine and Culture Seminar – Ancients and Moderns) 
- What can I know? (Philosophy 1000: Knowledge, Reality, Self) 
- What do I believe? (Theology and Religious Studies 1000: Faith, 

Reason and Culture) 
- How should I live? (Ethics 2050: The Good Life: Ethics and 

Contemporary Moral Problems) 
 
ACS is a writing-intensive course that explores the fundamental question 
“Who am I?” from a diverse sources in the history of Western literature and 
philosophy.  In particular, this course explores the themes of the self, dissent, 
obediance and otherness in literary and philosophical works from the 16th-21st 
centuries.  Over the course of the semester students are required to write 
several short and long reflection papers on a prompt for the week and 
participate in active class discussion of the texts.  The aim of the course is to 
provide students with an opportunity to question themselves, their values and 
their beliefs in the thematic areas of the course, while developing their 
reading comprehension, analytical abilities and writing skills along the way. 
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Augustine and Culture 
Seminar is one of a group 
of five courses that we 
call the foundation 
courses. The courses 
make a Villanova 
education distinctive and 
work together to answer  
a series of related 
questions:

WHO AM I? 
Augustine and Culture 
Seminar 1000 (Ancients)  
and 1001 (Moderns)

WHAT CAN I KNOW?  
Philosophy 1000:  
Knowledge, Reality, Self

WHAT DO I BELIEVE?  
Theology and  
Religious Studies 1000: 
Faith, Reason, and Culture

HOW SHOULD I LIVE?   
Ethics 2050:  
The Good Life— 
Ethics and Contemporary 
Moral Problems

By seeking answers to 
these questions, you  
will conduct an 
interdisciplinary inquiry 
that is informed by 
Augustinian and Catholic 
intellectual  traditions, 
develop your skills in 
critical thinking  and 
communication, deepen 
your understanding  
of yourself and the world,  
and engage with issues of 
personal responsibility  
and social justice.

Augustine and Culture Seminar  
1000 (Ancients) and 1001 (Moderns)

Foundation Question
Who am I?

Tolle Lege—Pick up and read.
 — St. Augustine, Confessions VIII



Required Texts 
 
Sigmund Freud, The Ego and the Id, W.W. Norton and Company, ISBN: 978-0393001426 
Alan Moore and David Lloyd, V for Vendetta, Vertigo, ISBN: 978-1401208417 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Reveries of a Solitary Walker, Oxford World Classics, ISBN: 978-
0199563272 
William Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Penguin Press, ISBN: 978-0143130222 
Timothy Snyder, On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentienth Century, Tim Duggan 
Books, ISBN: 978-0804190114 
Oscar Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Oxford World Classics, ISBN: 978-0192807298 
Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, Mariner Books, ISBN: 978-0156787338 
 
Please, only use the assigned editions.  Most books assigned for the course cost under 
$10/piece.  You must bring the assigned reading to class every day as we will refer to it during 
class.  All required texts are available at the bookstore, though they might be available 
elsewhere.  All other texts will be available by PDF either on Blackboard or via email from the 
professor.  I highly recommend that you print all of the readings on Blackboard and have them 
spiral bound at the iPrint center in the basement of Bartley Hall. You must bring the hard copy to 
class or I will ask you to go get it. 
 
Basic Guidelines for the Course 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to know and follow the course policies. 
 
Students may refer to the professor as Prof. or Dr. Maley.  All other names are not acceptable.  I 
will do my best to learn everyone’s name as soon as possible.  If you prefer another name or if I 
am pronouncing it incorrectly, please do not hesitate to tell me.  As a basic point of etiquette, at 
least all initial emails should begin “Dear,” “Hello,” or “Hi” and the professor’s title.  This is one 
of the factors in the participation grade in the course.   
 
An “A” is reserved for extraordinary work.   
 
This is a foundation course.  You are not expected to walk in a master of the text.  You are 
expected to do the assigned reading, come to every class, and be prepared to discuss the material 
assigned for the day.  Nothing – nothing – makes your teacher happier than admitting that you 
don’t understand something when you’re having trouble and asking a question.   
 
Classes are not the only challenges that you will face in college.  Sometimes personal issues and 
problems might arise that impede your progress and/or affect your classroom performance or 
attendance.  Should those situations arise, I hope you will feel comfortable talking with me about 
them.  I take great pride in also being able to be a constructive ally to students within the bounds 
of the teacher/student relationship.  Full disclosure: by law and the conditions of my employment 
I am obligated to share instances of sexual assault and any instance where there is the threat of a 
student harming him- or herself or others with school administration.  I reserve final say in 
whether adjustments can and will be made for a student based on their circumstances. 
 



The instructor reserves the right to make any necessary changes to the course, assignments, 
due dates and any other features of the course as he sees fit.  I will make every effort to 
make students aware of changes as quickly and as early as possible. 
 
Grade Percentages 
 
Participation: 25% 
Précis: 5% 
Commentary: 5% 
Longer Papers: 30% (15 each) 
Shorter Papers: 15% (3 each) 
Daily Quizzes: 20% 
 
Learning Goals 
 
ACS is a reading and writing intensive class central to the core curriculum at Villanova that 
offers students the opportunity to explore themselves and larger questions about life and society.  
Students should leave the class better writers and global citizens.  Our class will mix discussion 
of more abstract topics with close reading and questions about rhetoric and style.  You should 
see this class as a place to explore difficult questions about what it means to be a person and a 
citizen in a creative way, a place where you will often reflect not only on who you are, but what 
you can become, especially through writing.  While other classes at Villanova are more lecture-
based, ACS is discussion-based and requires input from every member of the class.  While I will 
have points that I think are important and germane to the discussion, students will share in the 
responsibility of doing the assigned reading for the day and bringing questions, thoughts and 
comments to the discussion for examination.  A significant part of your participation grade will 
be your active participation in class discussions. 
 
The class has three main learning goals or areas of focus for every text that we read.  Short 
papers are a place to explore these areas; longer papers are the place to demonstrate your 
knowledge of them for the material you are writing about.   
 

- First, students will be responsible for understanding how to approach the texts assigned 
for the day.  This includes historical information or other necessary information that I 
will provide in remarks at the beginning of class to help frame the discussion and 
understanding of the text.   

- Secondly, what the text says, i.e., comprehension.  It will be especially important with 
writers like Plato to work through the arguments or central ideas at home and come 
prepared to discuss thoughts or questions that you have when you come to class.   

- Lastly, your personal engagement or interpretation of the text or ideas that you are 
working with.  What you make of the ideas?  How do they help you or not help you 
understand yourself and the world?   
 

We will use these three learning areas to approach every text in the course.  Students should 
leave the class with improved reading comprehension, critical thinking skills and a greater 



awareness of learning as a mode of self-contemplation.  Displaying one’s capacity and showing 
improvement in these areas will be central to success in the class. 
 
Participation, Attendance and Classroom Etiquette 
 
We are not only studying great works of literature and philosophy: we are studying them 
together.  Classes are part lecture, but mostly discussion.  Sometimes I will need to lecture to 
introduce us to important concepts and frame the discussion.  Most of the time, I want to hear 
what you have to say.  Active class partipication means coming to class everyday, bringing the 
assigned reading and contributing to class discussion.  I might call on you if I haven’t heard from 
you in a while.  I’m not out to get you, though you should take it as a sign that I would to hear 
from you more, as participation is an important part of the class.  I care about what you think and 
I want your opinion to be part of our class, too. 
 
That said, it is very important that we maintain a respectful environment in the classroom.  We 
are not just learning new ideas.  We are learning how to discuss ideas, which are sometimes 
difficult or challenge us to think in new ways, and do so respectfully.  We will be studying some 
thorny and potentially divisive topics.  It is absolutely necessary that the classroom be an 
enriching and fulfilling space for all students to explore these questions.  Our diversity is a 
strength and it is our highest priority to protect it.  The instructor reserves the right to intervene 
in a discussion that he finds disrespectful or moving in an unhelpful direction.  Any attempt to 
belittle, intimidate or harm other students will not be tolerated.   
 
Attendance for the class is mandatory and part of your participation grade.  I will attendance at 
the beginning of each class.  Students are allowed three unexcused absences without penalty.  
These are not “skip days.”  They meant should it be necessary for you to miss class.  A fourth 
and fifth unexcused absence will result in an automatic -3% penalty from your participation 
grade each.  A sixth absence results in failure for the course.  I will approve absences only for 
students who present a note from the Dean, Health Center, Athletic Office or their ROTC 
commander that covers the days they were absent. 
 
Précis and Commentary Assignments 
 
Over the course of the semester every student will be required to do one précis and one 
commentary at the beginning of class.  A précis is a summary of the previous class over the 
course of the semester that highlights important topics of discussion, something the student 
found particularly interesting and poses a question for discussion or clarification.  I will assign a 
day to each student at the beginning of the course.  The order of précis assignments and 
commentaries will go in reverse alphabetical order and schedule will be posted on Blackboard.  
Any student wishing to change days must contact me by email by Friday, January 19th and must 
give a reason why they would like to change days.   
 
Précis and commentary absence policy: if you will have an excused absence the day of your 
précis or know that you cannot attend that day, you must submit the précis to me by email 
(imaley@villanova.edu) to receive full credit.  If you will have an excused absence on the day 
that you are summarizing (i.e., the class before the day of your précis), you must contact me 



before that class to reschedule.  In the event that you do not have your précis or commentary on 
the day that you are supposed to present and do not have an excused absence either in the class 
you are summarizing or the day of the presentation, you may still submit it to me by midnight 
on the day of the précis or commentary for half credit (2.5 points).  The instructor reserves final 
discretion in these matters.  
 
Each student will also be required to write a 1-page commentary on the reading for their assigned 
day that they will present at the beginning of class to start discussion.  Commentaries should 
focus on one point of the reading that you found interesting or striking in some way and offer a 
question for class discussion.  
 
Writing Assignments 
 
In addition to the précis, this course has several assignments.  The assignments and their due 
dates are listed here and in the course schedule below.  All papers must be submitted in my box 
(SAC 108).  I will make every effort to return all papers in a week or less.   
 
Over the course of the semester you will be required to submit five 2-page reflection papers 
(“short” papers) and two 4-page papers (“long” papers).  I will send students an analytical 
prompt and a creative prompt via email every week.  Students may choose from among these 
prompts for the their papers or choose their own (must be approved by the professor prior to 
writing).  Students must complete and turn in 2 short papers and one long paper by Feb. 23rd at 
5pm and 3 short papers and 1 long paper before May 2nd at 5pm.  You can use these papers to 
reflect on something in a reading that caught your eye, an idea you are having trouble with, an 
idea you want to explore or reflect on, etc.   
 
Shorter reflection papers will receive the full 3 points but will be graded �+ (excellent paper 
beyond the normal expectations), �(meets the standards for a reflection paper) and �- (poor 
reflection that shows little effort, comprehension or engagement).  Performance on these papers 
factors into the participation grade.  Short reflection papers must be on the topic for the week.  
Topics from prior weeks are off-limits for short papers. 
 
Long papers explore a topic in greater detail.  Students may rewrite a short paper into a long 
paper as long as the paper is completely rewritten, return to a prompt from earlier in the class or 
write on a new topic.  Long papers should have an introduction and thesis statement, demonstrate 
comprehension of the text and offer a more in-depth personal engagement and reflection.  Long 
papers may use any prompt within the first set or the second set.  Students may not write on a 
prompt from the first set in the second half of course (after Feb. 23rd).  
 
Additionally, all ACS students are required to attend at least three “out of seminar” ACS-
approved campus-wide events and write a short paper reflecting on the event.  These papers must 
be submitted within a week of attending the event and must include the event date in the paper 
heading.  Failure to complete all three will factor into your participation grade. 
 



Finally, students are required as part of the core to create a CLAS portfolio of artifacts as part of 
the requirements for graduation.  For this class, students must select an analytical and a creative 
piece from their writing over the semester to submit to their portfolio. 
Daily Quizzes 
 
For every day that there is reading and other select days, there will be a quiz on Blackboard.  The 
quiz will open 24 hours before the start of class and close at the start of class.  It will not be 
possible to make up these quizzes once they have closed.   
 
Electronic Device Policy  
 
Laptops, cell phones and all other electronic devices are strictly forbidden in class without prior 
authorization.  Authorization requires a note from the school administration.  Cell phones and 
other mobile devices are to be placed on top of the desk face down during class time.  Any 
student seen using a cell phone during the class in any capacity without prior approval or request 
by the instructor will receive an initial warning.  A second time will result in a mark of “Absent” 
for the class period.   
 
Music 
 
Technology permitting, I will play a different piece of music from around the world at the start 
of each class.  I find it to be a great way to set the tone and mood for the class and offer students 
a chance to hear music they might not have heard before.  Most songs will have something to do 
with the topic of the class for the day or will be relevant to that day in history.  Other days it will 
be a song that I like or caught my ear that I want to share with you.  I will link to a Google Doc 
on Blackboard where you can find the class playlist should anything peak your interest.   
 
Office of Disability Studies and Learning Support Services: 
 
It is the policy of Villanova to make reasonable academic accommodations for qualified 
individuals with disabilities. You must present verification and register with the Learning 
Support Office by contacting 610-519-5176 or at learning.support.services@villanova.edu or for 
physical access or temporary disabling conditions, please contact the Office of Disability 
Services at 610-519- 4095 or email Stephen.mcwilliams@villanova.edu.  Registration is needed 
in order to receive accommodations.  

Academic Integrity � 

All students are expected to uphold Villanova’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code. Any 
incident of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences for disciplinary action. For the College’s statement on Academic Integrity, you should 
consult the Enchiridion. You may view the university’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code, as 
well as other useful information related to writing papers, at the Academic Integrity Gateway 
web site: �http://library.villanova.edu/Help/AcademicIntegrity 

It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the academic integrity code and what 



constitutes plagiarism.  We will also have academic integrity workshop before the midterm to 
review university policies, plagiarism, correct citation and citation strategies. 

Grade Scale: 
 
A: 100-94 
 

B+: 89-87 C+: 79-77 
 

D+: 69-67 F: 59 and below 
 

A-: 93-90 
 

B: 86-83 
 

C: 76-73 
 

D: 66-63  

 B-: 82-80 C-: 72-70 
 

D-: 62-60 
 

 

 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Jan. 15: Martin Luther King Day (no class) 
 
Jan. 17: Introduction to class and syllabus, bell hooks, “Critical Thinking” 
 
Jan. 19: Bret Stephens, “The Dying Art of Disagreement” and Arthur Brooks, “Don’t Shun 
Conservative Professors” 
 
Jan. 22: Blanchot, “The Essential Solitude,” Last day for registering 
Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory and last day for Drop/Add 
 
Jan. 24: Blanchot, “The Essential Solitude” 
 
Jan. 26: Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Act I 
 
Jan. 29: Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Act II 
 
Jan. 31: Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Act III 
 
Feb. 2: Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Act IV 
 
Feb. 5: Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice, Act V 
 
Feb. 7: Writing Workshop I 
 
Feb. 9: Jean Baker Miller, “Strengths” 
 
Feb. 12: Rousseau, Reveries of Solitary Walker, I 
 
Feb. 14: Rousseau, Reveries of Solitary Walker, II 
 



Feb. 16: Rousseau, Reveries of Solitary Walker, III 
 
Feb. 19: Rousseau, Reveries of Solitary Walker, IV 
 
Feb. 21: Solnit, “Men Explain Things to Me” 
 
Feb. 23: O’Connor, “Good Country People,” Final day for first set of short papers and long 
paper due at 5pm 
 
Feb. 26: Snyder, On Tyranny, Lessons 1-6 
 
Feb. 28: Snyder, On Tyranny, Lessons 7-13 
 
Mar. 2: Snyder, On Tyranny, Lessons 14-Epilogue 
 
March 3-11: Semester break 
 
Mar. 12: Freud, The Ego and the Id, Chaps. 1-2 
 
Mar. 14: Freud, The Ego and the Id, Chaps. 3-4, midterm grades due at noon 
 
Mar. 16: Freud, The Ego and the Id, Chap. 5 
 
Mar. 19: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Preface-Ch. 2 
 
Mar. 21: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 3-4 
 
Mar. 23: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 5-6 
 
Mar. 26: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 7-8 
 
Mar. 28: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 9-10 
 
Mar. 30: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 11-12 
 
Apr. 2: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 13-14 
 
Apr. 4: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 15-16 
 
Apr. 6: Wilde, Picture of Dorian Gray, Ch. 17-20 
 
Apr. 9: Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, Chap. 1 
 
Apr. 11: Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, Chap. 2 
 
Apr. 13: Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, Chap. 3 



 
Apr. 15: Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, Chap. 4 
 
Apr. 18: Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, Chap. 5 
 
Apr. 20: Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, Chap. 6 
 
Apr. 23: Moore, V for Vendetta, Book I, Chaps. 1-9 
 
Apr. 25: Moore, V for Vendetta, Book I, Chap.10 – Book II, Chap. 7 
 
Apr. 27: Moore, V for Vendetta, Book II, Chap. 8-13  
 
Apr. 30: Moore, V for Vendetta, Book III 
 
May 1-2: Writing Workshop, second set of short and long papers due by 5pm on May 2nd  



Augustine and Culture Seminar (Moderns) 
ACS-1001-006 
Dr. Ian Maley 
Spring 2018 
 

Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice, Act I, Scene 3 Activity 
 

Premise: Your group has been tasked to put on a stage production of Shakespeare’s Merchant of 
Venice and you have assembled today to go over Act I, Scene 3, Antonio’s and Bassanio’s 
meeting with Shylock.  Summary of the scene: Bassanio needs money to court Portia and his 
friend, Antonio, has introduced him to Shylock, a Jewish moneylender.  Antonio has agreed to 
guarantee the loan.  Shylock agrees to lend Bassanio the money, despite Antonio insults.  The 
director (Prof. Maley) has asked you to create character profiles and develop ideas on how to 
stage the play.  The goal of this exercise is to think not only about the meaning of the words on 
the page, but how to interpret them and bring them to life.  Group work time: ~20 minutes.  
Remember: there’s no right answer, only differing interpretations.  Feel free to take liberties and 
push boundaries as long as it stays true to the text.  Your proposal should cover three areas: 
 
Character profiles: Who are Bassanio, Antonio and Shylock?  What are their respective 
motivations and feelings about the interaction?  Why does Shylock agree to lend Bassanio 
money even though Antonio insults him?   
 
Blocking: How are the three characters arranged on stage?  Do they move throughout the scene?  
Are they facing each other or turned away from each other, etc.?  A typical stage (proscenium) is 
divided into regions according to the actor’s view from the stage looking at the audience.  Stage 
Left: the left side of the stage.  Stage Right: the right side of the stage.  Center Stage: the center.  
Down Stage: As close to the audience as possible. Up stage: As far away from the audience as 
possible. 
 
Mise-en-scène (visual theme): costume, set design (scenery, props, etc.), lighting.  Theater is a 
visual as well as an auditory art.  The visual presentation of the scene ideally expresses or plays 
with the narrative of the scene and/or play. What are the characters wearing?  Where are they?  
What does the location look like?  What time of day is it?  What kind of lighting is there?  Etc.  
 



Ian Maley  August 2018 

Mean Student Ratings for ACS-1000/1 (Augustine and Culture Seminar) Spring 2017-Fall 2017 

                                                        
1 Course Mean (Department Mean) 
2 Number of Students in the Course (Number of Students Who Completed Evaluation) 

Area of Rating Fall 2017 Spring 2018 Spring 2018 
 1000-G21 1001-006 1001-040 
Hours per week for this course 1.9 (2.1)1 1.8 (1.9) 1.7 (1.9) 
Organizes and plans course effectively 4.5 (4.5) 4.3 (4.5) 4.8 (4.5) 
Uses class time effectively 4.2 (4.4) 4.5 (4.5) 4.9 (4.5) 
Makes the goal of the course clear 4.2 (4.4) 4.3 (4.5) 4.8 (4.5) 

Interacts effectively with students 4.4 (4.5) 4.3 (4.6) 5.0 (4.6) 
Treats students in a respectful manner 4.9 (4.6) 4.6 (4.6) 5.0 (4.6) 
Is available for help outside of class 4.1 (4.6) 4.1 (4.6) 4.8 (4.6) 
Encourages student participation 4.7 (4.7) 4.8 (4.8) 5.0 (4.8) 
Is enthusiastic about the subject 4.7 (4.7) 4.8 (4.8) 5.0 (4.8) 
Is clear about instructions for 
assignments 

4.4 (4.3) 4.3 (4.5) 4.9 (4.5) 

Explains course material clearly 4.2 (4.4) 4.5 (4.5) 4.9 (4.5) 
Responds effectively to student 
questions 

4.3 (4.4) 4.3 (4.6) 5.0 (4.6) 

Provides helpful feedback to student 
work 

4.5 (4.4) 4.3 (4.4) 5.0 (4.4) 

Grades student work fairly 4.5 (4.3) 4.3 (4.4) 5.0 (4.4) 
Employs relevant tests and 
assignments 

4.7 (4.5) 4.5 (4.6) 5.0 (4.6) 

Hard work is required for a good 
grade 

4.3 (4.3) 3.9 (4.3) 4.6 (4.3) 

I found the course intellectually 
stimulating 

4.3 (4.3) 4.2 (4.4) 4.7 (4.4) 

I attended most class sessions 4.8 (4.8) 4.6 (4.8) 4.8 (4.8) 
I kept up with the assigned work 4.6 (4.7) 4.5 (4.6) 4.6 (4.6) 
I learned a great deal in this course 4.1 (4.2) 4.1 (4.3) 4.8 (4.3) 
To my knowledge there was no 
cheating in this class 

4.6 (4.8) 4.6 (4.8) 4.9 (4.8) 

Rate overall quality of instruction 4.3 (4.4) 4.4 (4.5) 5.0 (4.5) 
Rate overall value of this course 4.0 (4.2) 3.9 (4.3) 4.8 (4.3) 
Number of students in the class 16 (12)2 15 (12) 16 (13) 



































	
 

Supplementary Material 
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Ethics 2050 is one of a 
group of five courses  
that we call the 
foundation courses.  
The courses make a 
Villanova education 
distinctive and work 
together to answer  
a series of related 
questions:

WHO AM I? 
Augustine and Culture 
Seminar 1000 (Ancients)  
and 1001 (Moderns)

WHAT CAN I KNOW?  
Philosopy 1000:  
Knowledge, Reality, Self

WHAT DO I BELIEVE?  
Theology and  
Religious Studies 1000: 
Faith, Reason, and Culture

HOW SHOULD I LIVE?   
Ethics 2050:  
The Good Life— 
Ethics and Contemporary 
Moral Problems

By seeking answers to 
these questions, you  
will conduct an 
interdisciplinary inquiry 
that is informed by 
Augustinian and Catholic 
intellectual  traditions, 
develop your skills in 
critical thinking  and 
communication, deepen 
your understanding  
of yourself and the world,  
and engage with issues of 
personal responsibility  
and social justice.

We are seeking not merely to know what is good, but to become good.
— Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

Ethics 2050 
The Good Life: Ethics and  
Contemporary Moral Problems  

Foundation Question
How should I live?

Ethics 2050 
The Good Life: Ethics and Contemporary Moral Problems 
 
Ian Maley, Ph.D. 
Instructor, Ethics Program 
ian.maley@villanova.edu 
 
https://villanova.academia.edu/IanMaley 
 
Course Location and Time: MW 3-4:15pm 
Office Hours: M 12-3, T 4-6 
 
Course Description 
 
ACS-1000 is one of five foundation courses at Villanova.  Foundation courses 
provide us with the opportunity to investigate ourselves and reflect 
Villanova’s unique commitment to the whole person.  They ask: 
 

- Who am I? (Augustine and Culture Seminar – Ancients and Moderns) 
- What can I know? (Philosophy 1000: Knowledge, Reality, Self) 
- What do I believe? (Theology and Religious Studies 1000: Faith, 

Reason and Culture) 
- How should I live? (Ethics 2050: The Good Life: Ethics and 

Contemporary Moral Problems) 
 
Course Description: This section of Ethics 2050 will introduce students to 
important classical and modern primary sources in the field of ethics.  
“Ethics” is derived from the Greek word ethos, which means “dwelling 
place,” and our course will focus on how we can inhabit both ourselves and 
our world as rational, ethical subjects.  Specifically, we will be concerned 
with the relation between reason and action in order to inform how we 
confront real-life ethical problems in the contemporary world, such as climate 
change, animal rights, dissent and free speech.  We will ask: what makes a 
good life? Is being happy or satisfied the same as being good? What is 
justice? How does or should a belief in God determine our ethical life and 
commitments?  The goal of the course is to provide students the tools to 
determine what constitutes the good and ethical life for themselves in the face 
of some of the real and practical challenges in the contemporary world. 
 



Required Texts 
 
Ethics: The Essential Writings, ed. Gordon Marino (New York: Random House, 2010), ISBN: 
978-0-8129-7778-3 
Timothy Snyder, On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century, Tim Duggan Books, 
ISBN: 978-0804190114 
 
Please, only use the assigned editions.  The total cost for books in this course is around $25 
new.  You must bring the assigned reading to class every day as we will refer to it during class.  
All required texts are available at the bookstore, though they might be available elsewhere.  All 
other texts will be available by PDF either on Blackboard or via email from the professor.  I 
highly recommend that you print all of the readings on Blackboard and have them spiral bound at 
the iPrint center in the basement of Bartley Hall.  Repeatedly not bringing your book to class will 
negatively affect your participation grade at the end of the semester.   
 
Course Objectives 

Insofar as ethics is a discipline that provides resources for critical reflection on normative claims 
involving the guidance of life and the nature of the human good, the goals of ETH 2050 are as 
follows: 

1. To advance understanding and critical reflection on the moral life as being especially 
concerned with human flourishing, i.e., with the nature of a good human life, the kind 
of life that is humanly worth living. 

2. To advance understanding and critical reflection on Christian and especially Roman 
Catholic, Augustinian accounts of a distinctive and viable vision of human flourishing 
that challenges and is challenged by alternative visions of the moral life in 
fundamental respects, with concern for the voices of underrepresented and/or 
marginalized groups. 

3. To explore the significance of those different approaches to the moral life through 
the examination of various contemporary moral questions, with concern for the 
voices of underrepresented and/or marginalized groups. 

 
Basic Guidelines for the Course 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to know and follow the course policies. 
 
Students may refer to the professor as Prof. or Dr. Maley.  All other names are not acceptable.  I 
will do my best to learn everyone’s name as soon as possible.  If you prefer another name or if I 
am pronouncing it incorrectly, please do not hesitate to let me know.  As a basic point of 
etiquette, at least all initial emails should begin “Dear,” “Hello,” or “Hi” and the professor’s title.  
This is one of the factors in the participation grade in the course.   
 
An “A” is reserved for extraordinary work.   
 



This is a foundation course.  You are not expected to walk in a master of the text.  You are 
expected to do the assigned reading, come to every class, and be prepared to discuss the material 
assigned for the day.  Nothing – nothing – makes your teacher happier than admitting that you 
don’t understand something when you’re having trouble and asking a question.   
 
Classes are not the only challenges that you will face in college.  Sometimes personal issues and 
problems might arise that impede your progress and/or affect your classroom performance or 
attendance.  Should those situations arise, I hope you will feel comfortable talking with me about 
them.  I take great pride in also being able to be a constructive ally to students within the bounds 
of the teacher/student relationship.  Full disclosure: by law and the conditions of my employment 
I am obligated to share instances of sexual assault and any instance where there is the threat of a 
student harming him- or herself or others with school administration.  I reserve final say in 
whether adjustments can and will be made for a student based on their circumstances. 
The instructor reserves the right to make any necessary changes to the course, assignments, 
due dates and any other features of the course as he sees fit.  I will make every effort to 
make students aware of changes as quickly and as early as possible. 
 
Grade Percentages 
 
Midterm Paper: 20% 
Final Paper: 20% 
Précis: 5% 
Attendance: 10% 
Participation: 15% 
Daily Quizzes: 20% 
Midterm and Final Paper Topic/Outline: 10% (5 each) 
 
Learning Areas for Reading Texts 
 
The class has three main learning areas for every text that we read.  Short papers are a place to 
explore these areas; longer papers are the place to demonstrate your knowledge of them for the 
material you are writing about.   
 

- First, students will be responsible for understanding how to approach the texts assigned 
for the day.  This includes historical information or other necessary information that I 
will provide in remarks at the beginning of class to help frame the discussion and 
understanding of the text.   

- Secondly, what the text says, i.e., comprehension.  It will be especially important with 
writers like Aristotle or Singer to work through the arguments or central ideas at home 
and come prepared to discuss thoughts or questions that you have when you come to 
class.   

- Lastly, your personal engagement or interpretation of the text or ideas that you are 
working with.  What do you make of the ideas?  How do they help you or not help you 
understand yourself and the world?   

 
 



Writing Assignments 
 
You will be required to write four papers over the course of the semester: a midterm paper (4 
pages), a final paper (4 pages) and a précis (2 pages).  The midterm and final papers must have 
an introduction, a strong thesis statement and cite material from the course to support your 
argument.  Prompts will be provided for these assignments and there will be a writing workshop 
before the midterm where the paper format, style, etc. will be discussed in detail.  Due dates for 
the midterm and final papers may be found in the course schedule (see: below).  The précis 
schedule may be found on Blackboard. 
 
Précis Assignment 
 
Over the course of the semester every student will be required to do one précis at the beginning 
of class.  A précis is a summary of the previous class over the course of the semester that 
highlights important topics of discussion, something the student found particularly interesting 
and poses a question for discussion or clarification.  I will assign a day to each student at the 
beginning of the course.  The order of précis assignments will go in reverse alphabetical order 
and the schedule will be posted on Blackboard.  Any student wishing to change days must 
contact me by email by ------ and must give a reason why they would like to change days.   
 
Précis absence policy: if you will have an excused absence the day of your précis or know that 
you cannot attend that day, you must submit the précis to me by email (imaley@villanova.edu) 
to receive full credit.  If you will have an excused absence on the day that you are summarizing 
(i.e., the class before the day of your précis), you must contact me before that class to reschedule.  
In the event that you do not have your précis or commentary on the day that you are supposed to 
present and do not have an excused absence either in the class you are summarizing or the day of 
the presentation, you may still submit it to me by midnight on the day of the précis for half 
credit (2.5 points).  The instructor reserves final discretion in these matters.  
 
The text of the précis must be posted on the “Précis” blog on Blackboard by midnight on the day 
of the presentation, so that other students can look at them when they read and write their papers.  
Students will need to post their précis in order to receive credit for the assignments.  
 
Participation, Attendance and Classroom Etiquette 
 
We are not only studying great works in the history of ethical thought and literature: we are 
studying them together.  Classes will be part lecture and part discussion.  Sometimes I will need 
to lecture to introduce the class to important concepts and frame the discussion.  Most of the time 
I want to hear what you have to say.  Active class participation means coming to class every day, 
bringing the assigned reading and contributing actively to class discussion.  I might call on you if 
I haven’t heard from you in a while.  I’m not out to get you, though you should take it as a sign 
that I would to hear from you more, as participation is for the class and your final grade.  All 
members of the class are vital to the class discussion and dynamic.  Participate and participate 
often. 
 



That said, it is very important that we maintain a respectful environment in the classroom.  We 
are not just learning new ideas.  We are learning how to discuss ideas, which are sometimes 
difficult or challenge us to think in new ways and do so respectfully.  We will be studying some 
thorny and potentially divisive topics.  It is absolutely necessary that the classroom be an 
enriching and fulfilling space for all students to explore these questions.  Our diversity is a 
strength and it is our highest priority to protect it.  The instructor reserves the right to intervene 
in a discussion that he finds disrespectful or moving in an unhelpful direction.  Any attempt to 
belittle, intimidate or harm other students will not be tolerated.   
 
Attendance for the class is mandatory and part of your participation grade.  I will attendance at 
the beginning of each class.  Students are allowed three unexcused absences without penalty.  
These are not “skip days.”  They meant should it be necessary for you to miss class.  A fourth 
and fifth unexcused absence will result in an automatic -3% penalty from your attendance grade 
each.  A sixth absence results in failure for the course.  I will approve absences only for students 
who present a note from the Dean, Health Center, Athletic Office or their ROTC commander that 
covers the days they were absent. 
 
Daily Quizzes 
 
For every day that there is reading and other select days, there will be a quiz on Blackboard.  The 
quiz will open 24 hours before the start of class and close at the start of class.  It will not be 
possible to make up these quizzes once they have closed.   
 
Electronic Device Policy  
 
Laptops, cell phones and all other electronic devices are strictly forbidden in class without prior 
authorization.  Authorization requires a note from the school administration.  Cell phones and 
other mobile devices are to be placed on top of the desk face down during class time.  Any 
student seen using a cell phone during the class in any capacity without prior approval or request 
by the instructor will receive an initial warning.  A second time will result in a mark of “Absent” 
for the class period.   
 
Music 
 
Technology permitting, I will play a different piece of music from around the world at the start 
of each class.  I find it to be a great way to set the tone and mood for the class and offer students 
a chance to hear music they might not have heard before.  Most songs will have something to do 
with the topic of the class for the day or will be relevant to that day in history.  Other days it will 
be a song that I like or caught my ear that I want to share with you.  I will link to a Google Doc 
on Blackboard where you can find the class playlist should anything peak your interest.   
 
Office of Disability Studies and Learning Support Services: 
 
It is the policy of Villanova to make reasonable academic accommodations for qualified 
individuals with disabilities. You must present verification and register with the Learning 
Support Office by contacting 610-519-5176 or at learning.support.services@villanova.edu or for 



physical access or temporary disabling conditions, please contact the Office of Disability 
Services at 610-519- 4095 or email Stephen.mcwilliams@villanova.edu.  Registration is needed 
in order to receive accommodations.  

Academic Integrity � 

All students are expected to uphold Villanova’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code. Any 
incident of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences for disciplinary action. For the College’s statement on Academic Integrity, you should 
consult the Enchiridion. You may view the university’s Academic Integrity Policy and Code, as 
well as other useful information related to writing papers, at the Academic Integrity Gateway 
web site: �http://library.villanova.edu/Help/AcademicIntegrity 

It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with the academic integrity code and what 
constitutes plagiarism.  We will also have academic integrity workshop before the midterm to 
review university policies, plagiarism, correct citation and citation strategies. 

Absences for Religious Holidays	

Villanova University makes every reasonable effort to allow members of the community to 
observe their religious holidays, consistent with the University’s obligations, responsibilities, and 
policies. Students who expect to miss a class or assignment due to the observance of a religious 
holiday should discuss the matter with their professors as soon as possible, normally at least two 
weeks in advance. Absence from classes or examinations for religious reasons does not relieve 
students from responsibility for any part of the course work required during the absence. 
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/resources/student/policies/religiousholidays.html 
 

Grade Scale: 
 

A: 100-94 
 

B+: 89-87 C+: 79-77 
 

D+: 69-67 F: 59 and below 
 

A-: 93-90 
 

B: 86-83 
 

C: 76-73 
 

D: 66-63  

 B-: 82-80 C-: 72-70 
 

D-: 62-60 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Schedule 
 
Introduction to the Course 
 
Aug. 27:  Introduction to Class and Syllabus (print syllabus and bring it to class), read Dhruv 
Khullar, “Finding Purpose for a Good Life. But Also a Healthy One” (Course Packet) 
 
The Self and Society 
 
Aug. 29: Plato, Euthyphro (Marino) 
 
Sept. 3: Labor Day, No Class 
 
Sept. 5: Plato, Crito (Marino) 
 
Sept. 10: Primo Levi, “The Gray Zone,” 36-50 (course packet) 
 
Sept. 12: Primo Levi, “The Gray Zone,” 50-end 
 
 
Ancient Ethical Sources for Cultivating the Self 
 
Sept. 17: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I, Chs. 1-6 (Marino) 
 
Sept. 19: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I, Chs. 7-end (Marino) 
 
Sept. 24: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book II, 1-6 (Marino) 
 
Sept. 26: Writing Workshop I, midterm topic and outline due by 5pm 
 
Oct. 1: Robert Coles, The Disparity Between Intellect and Character, 350-355 (Marino) 
 
Oct. 3: Kongzi (Confucius), Selections from Analects (Course Packet) 
 
Oct. 5: Midterm Paper due by 10pm 
 
Oct. 8: St. Augustine, Book XIX of City of God (Marino) 
 
Modern Ethical Sources and Problems 
 
Oct. 10: Immanuel Kant, Metaphysics of Morals, 190-203 (Marino) 
 
Oct. 12-Oct. 21: Fall Break (No Class) 
 
Oct. 22: Immanuel Kant, Metaphysics of Morals, 203-end (Marino) 
 



Oct. 24: Tom Regan, “In Defense of Animal Rights” (Marino) 
 
Oct. 29: Val Plumwood, “Being Prey” (Course Packet) 
 
Oct. 31: John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, 228-244 (Marino) 
 
Nov. 5: John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, 244-end (Marino) 
 
Nov. 6: Election Day 
 
Nov. 7: Peter Singer, Rich and Poor (Marino) 
 
Nov. 12: Nel Neddings, Caring, 425-35 (Marino) 
 
Nov. 14: Nel Neddings, Caring, 435-end (Marino), Last Day for Authorized Withdrawal 
without Academic Penalty (WX) 
 
Nov. 19: Judith Jarvis Thompson, A Defense of Abortion (Marino) 
 
Nov. 26: Don Marquis, Why Abortion is Immoral (Marino) 
 
Nov. 28: Pope Francis, Laudato Si 
 
Tyranny and the Democratic Citizen 
 
Nov. 30: Martin Luther King, Letter from the Birmingham Jail (Marino) 
 
Dec. 3: Timothy Snyder, On Tyranny, Chs. 1-10 
 
Dec. 5: Timothy Snyder, On Tyranny, Chs. 11-20 
 
Conclusion of the Course 
 
Dec. 10: Review 
 
Dec. 12: Closing Remarks, Final Paper due at 5pm 
 
 
 



Entertainment

(Http://Www.Philly.Com/Entertainment)

—	Music/Nightlife

(http://www.philly.com/philly/entertainment/music)

Marty	Watt:	The	return

of	Philadelphia’s

musical	performance-

poetry	legend
Updated:	MARCH	15,	2017	—	3:01	AM	EDT

by	A.D.	Amorosi,	FOR	THE	INQUIRER

Philly	poet	Marty	Watt,	decades	after	his	experimental	heyday.

our	web	browser	(Safari	4)	is	out	of	date.	Update	your	browser	for	more

security,	speed	and	the	best	experience	on	this	site.	

pdate	browser	(http://browser-update.org/update-browser.html#24:www.philly.com)



Fairmont	native	Marty	Watt	never	released	his	noisy	punk-

dub	debut	album	recorded	in	the	late	'70s	with	local

improvisational	musicians.

His	buggy	Keats-ish	poetry	penned	in	literary	journals	like

Contact	and	books	such	as	Marty	Watt	Is	Not	Matt	Marello

and	Vice	Verse	(with	fellow	Philly	drummer/artist

Marello)	are	impossible	to	find.

The	film	he	acted	in	and	soundtracked	–	1985’s	Almost	You	–

is	out	of	print,	save	for	several	DVD	copies	at	Amazon.

Still,	Watt	is	a	genuine	legend,	a	fire-starter	of

hyperkinetic,	proto-punk,	musical	performance	poetry

whose	dramatic,	staged	readings	throughout	the	1970s	and

'80s	in	Philly,	Manhattan,	and	Washington	were	more	of	an

intersection	of	theater	of	the	absurd,	basement	concert,	and

ritualized	séance	than	tweedy	book-in-hand	showcase.

Costumes,	sound	effects,	sets,	props,	and	orchestration	--	to

say	nothing	of	the	poet’s	rapid-fire	psychobabbling,	sing-

song-y	delivery	--	Watt	was	a	wunderkind	of	a	brand	of

reading	that	would	be	made	famous	by	punk-poet	goddesses

Lydia	Lunch	and	Kathy	Acker,	hypnotic	neo-Beat	John

Giorno,	electro-performance	artist	Laurie	Anderson,	and

Kenn	Kweder,	a	Philadelphia	singer-writer	who	befriended

Watt	while	becoming	his	apologist,	myth-buster,	fan,	and	--

with	Villanova	University	philosophy	professor	Ian	Maley	-

-	the	person	to	reintroduce	Watt	to	Philly	audiences	with	a

show	Sunday	at	Watt-enthusiast	Eric	Bressler’s

PhilaMOCA.

“The	cult	of	Watt	is	complete,”	Kweder	says	of	holding	the

event	for	his	friend.	“I've	long	considered	him	one	of	the

greatest	artistic	forces	of	Philadelphia.”





For	his	part,	Watt	–	who	stopped	performing	in	1987	while

gigging	in	Torino,	Italy	(“Alcohol	got	to	me”)	–	devised	his

own	rapid-rapier-wit-lit	musical	styling	because	mere

poetry	“was	too	caught	up	with	wisdom.	Young	poets	were

expected	to	be	accomplished	old	Buddhas	of	insight,	so	I

started	writing	about	what	wee-rock-star	types	were

wearing,	and,	of	course,	'performing'	the	poems	from

memory	in	venues	not	associated	with	poetry.	…	I	took	the

teen	poet	thing	as	far	as	I	could,	when	I	was	still	skinny	and

fashionable.”

Watt	had	already	given	up	on	Beat	poetry	and	“that	Patti

Smith-type	Rimbaud	stuff”	(with	whom	he	read,	at	19,	at

Pine	Street’s	long-closed	Middle	Earth	Books)	in	1971.	He

thought	of	his	work	as	competitive	with	rock	bands	and

word-jazz	comedians	like	Lenny	Bruce	and	more

commensurate	with	dub	reggae	toasters,	semiotics

theorists,	and,	eventually,	Bronx	rappers.	Before	that,

however,	Watt	at	17	was	a	“normal	Black	Mountain	School-

type,	a	la	Robert	Creeley,	read	at	Philly	bookstores,	and	--

for	some	reason	--	created	buzz.	Allen	Ginsberg	came	to

Philly	for	the	first	Earth	Day,	and	the	scene	conspired	to	get

us	to	meet.”

It	was	a	glorious,	academically	driven	time.

By	age	19,	however,	the	bespectacled	Watt	met	a	wealthy

family	on	22
nd

	&	Delancey	Streets	who	took	him	in,	styled

him	into	a	lace-sleeve,	shag-haired	Jagger;	a	high-octane

oral	poet	with	a	fast-talking	fixation	for	Keats,	the	rough-

edged	music	of	Mott	the	Hoople,	and	atmospheric	reggae.

Watt	has	no	true	insight	as	to	deciding	to	perform	his	poems

from	memory,	in	a	flamboyant	manner,	and	“use	rhetorical



razzamatazz,	sleight	of	hand	….	even	beautiful	assistants

onstage	with	me	like	a	magician,	so	funny.”	Surely,	Watt

learned	stagy	legerdemain	from	his	mom	who	was	a

nightclub	singer	in	pre-casino	Atlantic	City.

All	this	made	Watt	the	toast	of	the	East	Coast’s	burgeoning

performance	art,	pre-punk	and,	of	course,	the	poetry	scenes,

even	NYC’s	reggae	scene,	as	several	players	and	producers

connected	to	Bob	Marley	helped	the	poet	concoct	his

unheard	(but	not	for	long)	debut	album.	Watt	wound	up	in	a

film	while	bouncing	between	Philly	and	New	York,	even	got

booked	--	and	bounced	--	from	Saturday	Night	Live	when	he

hosted	a	bacchanallike	party	in	their	green	room	(“they

went	with	Sam	Kinison	to	replace	me”).	“He	was	magic,”

says	Kweder,	"like	nothing	and	no	one	ever	before."

Like	many	things	in	his	life,	and	that	of	countless	others,

Watt	“wiped	out	in	a	haze	of	alcohol,	drugs,	and	madness.”

The	week	after	his	“retirement”	in	Torino,	he	found	himself

in	his	first	rehab.	He	wandered	for	20	years,	wound	up	in	the

French	Quarter	of	New	Orleans,	and	eventually	landed	in

Rye,	N.Y.,	with	dog	people.

“That’s	where	I	found	my	calling,”	not	just	dog-walking,	but

deeply	communicating	with	pooches	like	his	own	Maddie,

and	a	set	of	tender	behaviors	that	“guided	me	in	all	the	right

directions,”	including	reigniting	his	interest	in	poetry	and

music.

“Watt	is	somebody	being	born	in	the	lines,	and	dies	with

them,”	says	Ian	Maley,	this	show’s	coproducer	and	a

philosophy	teacher	at	Villanova	who	uses	Watt’s	poetry	in	a

classroom	setting.	“My	'Knowledge,	Reality,	Self'	[course]

talks	about	forming	ourselves	as	rational,	self-determining,

self-authoring	individuals.	Historically,	philosophers















	

	

looked	down	on	poets	for	being	irrational	and	speculative.	I

read	Watt	to	my	students	to	let	them	hear	poetry	where

someone	describes	his	own	birth	as	an	event	in	the

universe,	a	way	that	the	philosophers	we	read	would	have

hated.	Many	of	them	would	never	be	exposed	to	ideas	or

poems	like	Watt’s	--	this	broadens	horizons.”

At	3	p.m.	Sunday	at	PhilaMOCA,	531	N.	12
th

	St.	at	Spring	Garden.

$10,	philaMOCA.org.
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